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WORDS BY MARIO BRAZZA

PRESIDENT'S
REPORT

MY FIRST PRESIDENT’S REPORT… 
ARGH! Firstly I would like to start by 
saying a massive “thank you” to Horace 
for his huge amount of time, work and 
effort as President over the last eight 
years to make the club what it is today. 
Of course this thank you extends to his 
lovely wife Lisa, who not only supported 
Horace but also gave a lot of her time 
to the club as well. I know I speak for 
the whole club when I say thank you for 
everything and enjoy your retirement! 

I guess you’re all wondering what 
plans I have and, as the new president, 
what direction I want to take the club 
in. Well, these last ten months have 
shown me where it is and where I want 
it to go. As some of you may know the 
20th of January was a bad day for me; 
while out on a ride the gearbox in my 
Tuono packed up and as I write this 

today, the 15th of November, my bike 
is still broken. (By the time this is 
printed it will be back on the road as I 
purchased a used gearbox yesterday).

Where I’m going with this is I have 
been able to join many rides in those 
ten months because this club is full of 
incredibly generous members who I also 
call my friends, who have lent me their 
pride and joys. Not only does this involve 
a huge amount of trust, but it would not 
have been possible without the friends 
I’ve gained since I joined the club. This 
to me is an incredibly important part 
of the club because anyone can go for a 
ride, but a ride with mates is just that 
much better, and this is my plan for 
the club: to give all our members more 
opportunities to meet up, meet new 
people, meet old friends and all go for a 
ride and have a bloody good time. 

How I plan to do it is to help our 
current regional co-ordinators organise 
more rides, more monthly meetings, 
more fun. I will also be working 
with the committee to find new 
co-ordinators for areas that currently 
don’t have one, but this also requires 
those of you who are reading this; do 
you want to go on more rides with new 
people? Step up and reach out to me; the 
committee and I are ready and waiting 
to help you develop your area and make 
the club what it currently is in many 
parts of the country, a place to meet up, 
chat and go for a bloody good ride!

Summer is on its way and I’m 
getting my bike back - hope to see 
many of you out on the road.

Ride hard, Ride safe.
Mario.    
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IT IS NEVER A DULL DAY in the 
IMOC world. The big news of the 
moment is our much-admired 
president Horace, has decided to step 
down from his presidential duties. 
Wow!

After many years of leading this 
rag-tag bunch of (mainly grey-haired / 
no haired) Italian loving motorcyclists 
(and scooterists), Horace is seeking 
more chill-time. While it pains us to 
bid you farewell as our president, we 
sincerely wish you continued success 
in all your future endeavours. We are 
particularly pleased that you’ll retain 
an active role in the club as ride leader 
and committee member. All is not lost! 
Go well mate.

Our next big slice of the news 
pie is our vice president is now our 
president. All hail Mario, long live 
Mario!!! We welcome Mario (and his 
slightly broken Aprilia Tuono) to 
his new role and throw our support 
behind him. No doubt we will be 
hearing and seeing more of this young 
man.

Now for a couple of housekeeping bits 
for you to mull over:
 x  Do you like telling others where to 
go? If so, we need more ride leaders. 
Possibly interested? Make yourself 
known to a committee member to 
discuss further. (see page 28)

 x  We have recently had some feedback 
around the magazine being too 
Auckland-ised and the committee 
agreed. The hypothesis that this was 
due to no intelligent life existing 
outside Auckland boundaries did not 
receive (much) support. The primary 
driver of article flavour comes 
down to who writes them. So, to all 
the intelligent life who live outside 
bumper to bumper traffic, get pen to 
paper and write about a favourite ride, 
how you have customised your bike, 
why Ducatis are best, etc. (see pg 24)

Lastly, for those important 
occasions such as weddings and 
state ceremonies, the committee is 
designing some new IMOC gear. We 
hope to have this already for our AGM 
(5/6 March 2021). Watch this space!
Go well.   

 
COVER  Preparing for the ride to Russell for a 

fantastic weekend with good mates  
and bloody good roads!

WORDS BY DARYL WEST-HILL

COMMITTEE
REPORT
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NEW MEMBERS
IMOC is delighted to welcome the following new members to the Club

Tony Travaglia

Oamaru

Ivan Torstonson
Te Awamutu

Grant Shaw
Auckland

George Davidson
Hamilton

Andrew McPhee
Greymouth

Mark Robertson
Porirua

David Cook
Auckland

Simon Male
Auckland

Alan Smith

Warkworth

Vincent Payne
Northshore

Jamie Earnshaw
Reporoa

Graham Applin
Auckland

Mark Usowicz
Bay of Plenty

Owen Stobart
Auckland

Bridget Millar
Hamilton

Marc Mulholland
Wellington

Barry Kerr

Taupo

Mark Lasenby
Motueka

Geoff Allan
Auckland

Marisa Trevena
Feilding
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PROFILED 

Where were you Born: North Shore Auckland

Relationship to IMOC: Member for a few years now, 
currently I am IMOC’s Events Co-ordinator.

Occupation: Self Employed, Enterpreneur.

What did you want to be when you grew up? A Helicopter 
Pilot or a Jet Pilot in the Air Force.

If you could invite three people to dinner, dead or alive, 
who would they be? Jesus, Anthony Hopkins, The Queen. I 
think they all would be fascinating to talk to. 

What wouldn't you leave home without? Money, iPhone, 
Keys.

What is your favourite destination? Dubai – such an 
amazing country and the entertainment is out of this 
world. 

Who would play you in a movie? Eva Longoria, Megan Fox. 
You know hot sexy actress lol. You got to aim high; right? 

What's the best ride you've been on? The Burt Munro. 
I loved the Picton to Greymouth ride the scenery was 
stunning. Also the Wanaka to Roxburgh.

What's the worst ride you've been on? Greymouth to 
Wanaka, driving hard rain, rain and more heavy rain. Oh 
it was freezing cold, slippery and I aquaplaned a few times. 

Three words that best describe you? Outgoing, Confident, 
Motivated.

If you were a bike, what would it be and why? Ducati of 
course, but it would be a hard pick between the 916 or the 
Panigale 1299. I love the look of both these bikes and of 
course the speed. 

What is your secret vice? Texting while drunk.

People would be surprised to know that: My real age. 
(Hehe) I used to race a Super Saloon Car. Bought my first 
house at 24, by 28 I owned 5. 

Favourite Quote: "Never get too busy making a living, you 
forget to make a life"

DEBBIE TAPPER

IMOC MEDIA PACK
2020/21 Magazine Advertising Rates 

Please find our advertising rates for 2020/21. If you have any 
questions or queries, please do not hesitate to contact Gary 
by email on gary@richandco.co.nz 

Regular Advertising Rates

Double page spread  ............................................................ $200

Full Page (Single) .................................................................. $110

Half Page  ................................................................................. $80

Quarter Page  ..........................................................................  $50 

Specifications (depth x width in mm)

Trimmed Page Size  .................................................... 297 x 210

Full Page Type Area  ................................................... 262 x 180

Full Page (with bleed)  .................................................303 x 216

Double Page Spread (DPS)  ......................................... 420 x 297

DPS Page Type Area  ................................................... 360 x 262

Double Page Spread (with bleed)  ............................ 426 x 303

Half Page Horizontal  .................................................  180 x 131

Half Page Vertical  ........................................................  90 x 262

Quarter page Horizontal ............................................  180 x 66

Advertisers are invited to submit advertorials to be published 
in our magazine. These need to be purely informational about a 
specific product or service. The written content should be no less 
than 500 words and must be accompanied by quality photographs 
and/or graphics. 

Rates above are effective from January 2020
All artwork to be emailed to gary@richandco.co.nz  
If artwork is too large for email, go to www.wetransfer.com and 
upload the files to gary@richandco.co.nz 
Payment is due 20th of the month following invoice.
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THE ALT 
TATTELLY 
RAPPET

WORDS AND PHOTOS BY RICHARD PYKETT

COVID HAS SCUTTLED a few things 
this year other than just the economy 
and the annual Guzzi rally planned for 
New Plymouth was no exception.

Not much can hold a good Guzzi 
owner down, not even the Brunelian 
mass of their machines (equipped 
with a fine PTO and 3-point linkage to 
which a variety of implements can be 
attached) so it came to pass that Brian 

Hewitt arranged a mini Guzzi rally for 
a handful of people and I was invited 
along on the lone Ducati to be the butt 
of all their jokes.

Mayhem was planned to be spread 
across both sides of the lower North 
Island and after they had all hoisted 
up their ploughs and rotary hoes, 
Friday morning at 11:16 sharp, I led 
the eclectic bunch of bikes and owners 

down Highway 22. We had planned on 
being away earlier, but Michael Noonan, 
aided and abetted by the irrepressible 
David ‘Jägermeister’ Jones had managed 
to inflate his Norge battery to twice its 
normal size overnight, by injudicious 
charging. Battery Brian to the rescue 
and a new battery was sourced and 
installed. Of course the delay in the 
start time meant that the early Guzzi 

Brian having the time of his life 
on an even larger tractor.
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arrivals at the departure point had been 
allowed to cool down, thus necessitating 
them to go through the ritual of being 
started on petrol before they could be 
transitioned to their fuel of choice, 
Tractor Vaporising Oil (TVO).

Bit moist it was on the way to 
New Plymouth via Karamu, Pirongia, 
Otorohanga, Piopio, a stop for whitebait 
things at Mokau (significant dissent 
over the inclusion of flour in the 
fritters) and on to the Motel Bella Vista 
in the heart of New Plymouth. Having 
been up until 02:00 in the morning 
finishing off the pack rack for the 
Panigale, I excused myself before things 
became unseemly and the arrests 
started, ensuring that at least for the 
first night, what happened on tour, 
stayed on tour.

Round the coast road it was on the 
Saturday where we all became quite 

moist. A stop in Patea for coffee and 
with ominous rain clouds following 
us, we headed on towards Wanganui 
and the infamous Wanganui River 
Road. More or less a goat track, but 
surprisingly bereft of goats. There was 
no way to ride the Panigale at a sedate 
pace, so it was as fast as my ineptness 
and adverse mass could hustle it. In 
what seemed no time at all we had made 
it to Athens, Jerusalem and London – on 
a single tank!

The Wanganui (I refuse to add the 
now-politically-correct H) River Road 
terminates after 60 odd kms at Pipiriki 
where we were entertained by an 
elderly resident on his ride-on mower. 
The chap gave us a rundown on some 
of the history of the place and the ins 
and outs of the now derelict venture at 
the intersection, as well as the initial 
inroads made by the missionaries 

(hence the bizarre place names in the 
middle of the wops). Further travel up 
the river is only possible by boat from 
this point. We bade the gentleman 
farewell, left him to his community 
mowing duties around the newly 
minted Council funded children’s 
playground (to serve just three 
children, to quote the gentleman on the 
mower) and pushed on to our stop for 
the night at National Park. Beers, wines 
and meals at the Park Hotel National 
Park and more beers and wines down 
the road again at Schnapps Bar. Brian 
and I left before the Jägermeisters 
came out and headed back for some 
shut-eye. No reports this time of how 
many miniature bottles were harmed 
and whether the previous record of 56 
in a couple of hours by 6 people was 
smashed. 

Most were tight lipped the following 
morning – perhaps paralysed in some 
way by the evil herbs and spices from 
the night before.

‘Fog’ was the word of the day and 
phrase of the day was ‘mildly moist’. 
However a few kilometres down the 
road, the fog had gone, the sun came 
out and the thrum of tractors and the 
sole Ducati pressed on towards Waiouru 
and the sublime Gentle Annie road to 
Flaxmere.

I’ve not ridden the road from West 
to East before and I must say that it’s 
now my preferred option. The Panigale 
was in its element and I pushed as hard 
as I felt confident to – sometimes even 
getting into 3rd gear and exceeding 80 

The highly controversial Whitebait fritter at Mokau

Our local tour guide who 
briefly out-story’d Michael
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km/h. Suffice it to say, the Michelin 
RS’s were nicely scrubbed by Flaxmere.

Lunch in Taradale and a bunch of us 
were entertained by a local copper who 
proceeded to tell us, quite unprompted, 
about what a global con this Covid 
thing is and how it’s all just a front for 
the surreptitious transition to a new 
monetary system to benefit the already 
uber rich guardians of our global 
monetary system. Gold is the way to go 
he said. He may well be onto something.

We then were all thoroughly 
entertained just down the road by one 
of Brian’s transport mates, Brent Loader 
and his collection of vintage bulldozers 
and tractors. Greenpeace and the noise 
pollution brigade would be apoplectic 
over the start-up of the hot rodded D8 
(electric start and a giant turbo) and the 
‘donkey engine’ start older model. Just 
epic :-)

Down the road then to digs for the 
night in Waipukerau at Fergusson’s 
Motor Lodge, where it transpired the 
proprietress turned out to be from 
Yorkshire and we were able to reminisce 
in a completely foreign dialect – luxury. 
After a few bevies at the Copperpot, 
consensus dictated that we adjourn to 
the adjacent Indian restaurant, Saffron 
for the evening meal. My malleability 
in this regard was to be regretted by all 
the next day…

Breakfast variety in Waipuk on 
Labour Day was, shall we say, limited 

and whilst Brian sought sustenance 
at the local Vietnamese bakery (Brian 
caringly funding a pie for a local ne’er-
do-well) we bade farewell to Michael 
Noonan, and Smiley Dave, Jägermeister 
Dave and I pushed off for Waipawa 
in search of something a little less 
‘bakery’.

A regroup of the remaining four 
musketeers and off to towards Gisborne 
via the Coast road, a further 27 Rogan 
Josh toilet stops and we were into the 
Waioeka Gorge Road. In pretty good 
nick and thankfully 100% dry this 
time, so unleashed the Panigale (a 
relative term for those who understand 
and tolerate my proficiency) with the 
tractors in close pursuit. Fuel light 
well and truly on by the time we 
hit Opotiki. Another fill of gas and 
everybody pushed on for Whakatane 
after a very big day and the evening’s 
accommodation. I stopped off in Ohope 
Beach to see my panelbeating God mate 
who had recently moved down there 
and to catch up with his progress on the 
Rolls Royce Meteor-powered Bentley he 
is building for a customer.

A very pleasant evening with 
Jägermeister Dave regaling us with tales 
of a few patent deals and wranglings he 
has been involved with over the years. 
The Club certainly has some interesting 
characters who are fascinating to listen 
to if they are given the chance to open 
up a little. Also a testament to some of 

the innovative clever bastard Kiwis we 
mere mortals never get to hear about. 
Uplifting in every regard.

Another cracker of a day on the 
Tuesday and off to Matamata via the 
usual route around the Rotorua Lakes. 
Morrinsville, Tahuna and Ohinewai and 
on to the Expressway for home.

A brilliant five days, great company, 
great stories, great roads and apart 
from my adverse reaction to the Indian, 
great food.

Huge thanks to the irrepressibly 
good-humoured Brian for all of the 
organisation and for the rest of the 
guys allowing me to tag along and make 
tractor jokes.   

The ill-fated Indian visit for some of us who shall remain nameless – Smiley Dave on the camera.
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1. Who knew that Jerusalem was so close?
2. Apparently there were views along the River 

Road - Photo credit Brian H
3. Brian pondering whether his gloves would be 

dry before the rain caught up with us again

4. Moto Guzzi glove drying rack
5. The Pub at Patangata
6. Some bugs were harmed in the making of this 

picture. 
7. We were there – mostly…

8. The pending rain – which did catch up with us
9. Pipiriki at the end of the Wanganui River Road 

run
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HORACE HARTNETT, our Mr 
President, Mario Brazza and Scott 
Stoddart came down together from 
Auckland. They met up with Nick 
Looijen, Dave Logan and Ben Wilkins in 
Te Kuiti. The roads were dry and clear. 
A quick ride, with Horace as the leader 
,keeping riders safely in his mirrors.

OUR ROUTE
From Matamata, Tony and I just had 
to take our favourite Old Taupo road 
through to Whakamaru Dam, through 
the village turning off onto Kaahu 
road, then left onto Poihipi road 

straight to Taupo.
Due to work commitments, Tony 

and myself rode down later in the 
afternoon. We were fizzing with 
eagerness to get going. At last an IMOC 
ride leader after covid lockdown for us 
to attend. We were hungry, starving in 
fact, to throw the leg over our bikes. 

Old Taupo road was awesome. Dry 
clean and clear. The roads were in 
fantastic condition and the weather was 
playing ball. The roads are mostly the 
easy swooping type, giving plenty of 
time to take in and enjoy the scenery at 
the same time as having a good squirt. 

The lake looked amazing and the 
forestry trees are always a magical 
place to ride through. The towering 
and imposing woodland amplifying 
the sound of Ducati engines added to 
the magic and excitement of the day. 
The Monsters were roaring along in 

TAUPO 
OVERNIGHTER 

WORDS AND PHOTOS BY ROBYN SCHUTS
DATE: 21ST JULY 2020 | NUMBER ATTENDED: 8



13IMOC | MOTOCICLISMO   SUMMER 2020

perfect harmony as they sped along the 
Whakamaru road.

We turned onto Kaahu road for the 
first time to check it out. A surprising 
quick, twisty, funtime blast. This is a 
road to keep in the repertoire of good 
ones to repeat. 

But perhaps the summer would be 
better for this wee detour as the moss 
completely covered the road. Not many 
cars must use it as it lacked car tracks 
to use for traction.

Traffic was minimal for almost the 
whole ride and so was the unmissed 
presence of traffic officers. Almost like 
covid lockdown, perfect bike riding 
conditions.

Now I rarely think about differences 
between girl riders and boy riders, 
everything is relevant to experiences 
and passion in my mind, but there is 
one major difference that really irks 
me. Tony needed to stop for a pit stop 
on the side of the road. 

As I watched him unzip and fumble 
through the layers, I thought to myself 
how bad it was going to be if I had to 
have a pit stop and with all my layers. 
Girls can’t exactly face the fence! The 
shake dry method does not work!! Alas 
it’s a hell of a lot more work than just a 
fumble to get down to business.

 Good suspension is a bonus when 
you are going to have to go that extra 
mile, isn’t that right ladies!

Coming into Taupo brings you back 
to reality very quickly. Taupo was host 
to a big motorsport event this weekend 
so as you can imagine; cars and more 
cars everywhere. Taupo is going off 
and packed out every weekend since 
lockdown was uplifted, so we were 
informed by the motel owner.

Arriving at the Taupo Motor Inn, 
we could see the steam rising from the 
spa area and on inspection we found 
Horace and Mario thawing out in the 
hot water. Thanks to Horace sharing a 
room with Mario, we had a nice studio 
accommodation next door. Forgot to tell 
you Horace, I accidently went into your 
room at one stage and couldn’t work 
out whose gear was lying around. Took 
a moment to figure out my mistake. 
Nearly did it again later. Hadn’t even 
had a drink!!

THE EVENING GET TOGETHER
At 5.30, wearing 6 layers of thermals 
the bulkiest jumper and two pairs of 
pants, feeling like a Michelin man, we 
took a short 3-minute walk to get to 

Portafino for dinner, a nice wee Italian 
restaurant in town. 

Introductions were made, we found 
out a bit later that Dave from Geordie 
Shore was not called “Dev”, his strong 
Geordie accent was a bit to get the 
hang of. Ben Wilkins who was also a 
member we had not met before, lo and 
behold he is from Cornwall England. 
He has a completely different English 
accent to tune into. Was starting to 
think we were in the Rovers return in 
Coronation Street. And If that wasn’t 
enough to contend with, Mario Brazza 
is an Italian but English reared member 
with an easy, almost kiwi like accent. 
Unfortunately an uncontrollable urge 

happens when you shake Mario's hand 
for the first time and that is the Mario 
Brothers signature sound effects just 
seems to pass the lips before you know 
it, leaving you apologizing for the 
embarrassing reaction. Thank god he’s 
a really cool dude and I’m not sure if he 
has any serious issues from a lifetime of 
dealing with such a thing but he doesn’t 
let on or show it. Top Man! 

After dinner it was rude not to 
patronise at least one bar in Taupo and 
spread the love. A few drinks and we 
were all speaking the same language, 
as you do, finishing the evening with a 
couple of snickers shots. Most members 
were tucked up in bed by 11. There is 
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always a straggler or two but with no 
kebabs anywhere in sight due to hunger 
from an early dinner, I heard it was 12 
for others. Laughter is good medicine 
and we soon forgot the cold. 

NEXT DAY
Breakfast with a lake view. Superb! A 
quick petrol refill for the first leg of the 
trip and we headed off into the sunny 
but cloudy looking north. All looked 
promising.

The plan was to go to Te Aroha to 
see the Adrian Worsley Gallery and 
catch up with BOP Ducati Owners club. 

ROUTE HOME
We decided to miss out Kaahu road 
due to road conditions, so we took the 
Western access road to Whakamaru, to 
the fav Old Taupo road, then Matamata 
ending up in Te Aroha.

There was fog looming and a wee bit 
of drizzle so it was decided to leave out 
the mossy section Kaahu road.

Old Taupo road was plagued with 
patches of wet and fog, damn annoying, 
but the pace was still reasonable and 
still enjoyable.

 The call of being out on the road 
on a bike was still running through the 
veins after the restrictions of covid so 
who is going to complain, right?

A petrol stop in Matamata for all 
and we continued via the old Te Aroha 
road to Te Aroha. With the weather 
being very sunny and fine from that 
point, it didn’t take long to get there. It 
was like the hounds were unleashed.

Visiting Adrian Worsley is an 
experience that you should put on your 
list of “to dos”. What an incredible 
amazing person and artist. He is 
presently doing a racehorse sculpture 
for Matamata which is epic and that is 
putting it mildly. His entire workshop 
is a maze of metal parts and all sorts 
of machinery bits, all organised in such 
a way that it's fairytale like. A place of 
wonder and passionate creativity.

Horace and the rest of the crew 
needed to keep moving towards home 
so passed on lunch and we said our 
goodbyes.

Lunch was organized at the Palace 
Hotel by the BOP Ducati Owners Club, 
so it was great to catch up with them 
all. About 30 odd riders from their 
group I believe.

 It came time for us to wander home 
also, feeling weary but like a good meal 
and wine, you are left wanting more 
and looking forward to the next IMOC 
adventure.   

 



datoracingparts.com
sales@datoracingparts.com
Contact Aaron 027 873 0413

At Dato Racing Parts, we are 

motorcycle and track day junkies 

who, after years of trawling dealers, 

suppliers and online stores, decided 

to create our own online store 

focusing on the best parts and 

accessories. We have hands on 

experience with most of the parts 

we sell – having tried and tested 

options from most of the major 

manufacturers.
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“IT’S AN INVESTMENT!”, are words 
I’m sure we have all used to justify 
buying that must-have bike/next bike/
additional bike/custom parts* (* delete 
as appropriate). And they are words I 
used when negotiating to buy a 2008 
Ducati Sport Classic Monoposto last 
May. I used them again this year prior 
to COVID-19 lockdown in March as I 
planned the custom rebuild.

 I bought the bike in June 2019, 
having taken it for a very short test ride 
on the North Shore of Auckland. I was 
expecting it to ride like a bag of bones, 
but I was immediately surprised by the 
smoothness of the 1000DS engine and 

the light feel and balance of chassis. I 
love the retro styling which was ahead 
of its time and the current crop of 
modern retro cafe racer styled bikes. 
So far ahead of the market was this 
model that Ducati only made them 
between 2006 and 2009. This short 
production period was a reflection 
of how poorly they sold at the time, 
possibly because of the reputation of 
being uncomfortable, especially on the 
wrists, and neither a screaming sports 
litre with “only” 91 horsepower, nor 
a tourer with its monoposto set up. 
That limited production period and its 
gorgeous looks have now made this bike 

a collectors’ dream.
I don’t believe in fate, but I was born 

in 1972, the same year Paul Smart won 
the Imola 200 with a Ducati air-cooled 
750cc L-twin engine wrapped in a 
cradle-type frame. I’m a pom called Mike 
and was six when in 1978, Mike “The 
Bike” Hailwood staged his legendary 
comeback at the Isle of Man TT to win 
the Formula 1 class aboard a Ducati 900 
SuperSport. So growing up with Poms 
winning on Ducatis it seemed natural for 
the farmer’s boy who started dirt biking 
at the age of five would some day own a 
Ducati (or two!).

Some IMOC members may 

DUCATI SPORT 
CLASSIC

WORDS AND PHOTOS BY MICHAEL HOLLOWAY
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remember Mark Woodward, another 
Pom who has a Sport Classic 1000. 
Mark, who’s a good mate, is now back 
in the UK, but it was his custom rebuild 
that was my inspiration. After many 
Facebook messages between the two 
of us he had convinced me to start 
customising my Sport Classic.

Like many IMOCers, I got a bit 
twitchy in lockdown this year as I 
couldn’t get out and ride my bikes. So 
the next best thing was to plan the 
build. In May the plan started to hatch. 
It started out with suspension and 
exhaust. Mark’s view was the best mod 
to the SC is the wheels and that’s where 
the scope of the build started to grow! 
The spoked OEM wheels weigh a tonne 
and are a bugger to clean so we started 
to look at options for mags. 999r for 
the rear and 1098s for the front, which 
meant fitting Ohlins forks would be 

easier and the bonus is M4 monobloc 
brakes. 

In early May Brent from The Italian 
Motorcycle Company just happened 
to be parting out a 1098s, so things 
were starting to line up nicely. Brent 
sorted out a good deal for me on the 
front end; forks, front wheel, spindle, 
calipers, brake lines, carbon guard 
and later sorted a rear caliper for the 
rear. Andy Crichton sorted me out 
with the rear rim, disc bolts and disc 
from a 2003 999s. The guys at ProCoat 
did an awesome powder coating job on 
the rims to be as close a match to the 
engine casing colour as possible. This 
left me to get a cush drive and sprocket 
carrier from the US and rear caliper 
bracket from the Netherlands. I was 
learning fast that I didn’t know enough 
about which bits I needed to fit the hero 
bits I knew I wanted. Such is the life of 
a novvie custom builder!

The next big item was the triple 
clamp; back to Mark to get his advice. 
Ultimately we found a beautiful clamp 
from Performance Parts in Germany - 
not cheap but specifically built for 1098 
fork mod to a Sport Classic, keeping the 
geometry the same.

Aaron from Dato Racing Parts 
was super helpful through the whole 
process and has become a good mate. 
We sourced Rizoma clutch and brake 
reservoirs and Motogadget bar end 
mirrors, as well as Woodcraft risers and 
clip on bars.

The final piece of the puzzle was the 

exhaust. I looked at all kinds of options; 
Termi, Spark, custom, but kept coming 
back to Zard. By this stage I was worn 
down by how the project had grown, but 
in for a penny, in for several pounds! So 
I plumped for the full titanium system. 
I went direct to the Zard team in Italy 
and their service was fantastic, giving 
me almost daily updates of the progress 
of the fabrication and then courier - a 
far cry from the experience I had with 
the German team from Performance 
Parts.

All that was left was to put it all 
together. I have had work done to my 
bikes by Ramon at MotoMagnet many 
times and he is a Ducati-whisperer, but 
is often really busy. Aden at Restorace 
has done suspension set ups and small 
bits of work for me before and can 
really hold a spanner. I would have 
been more than happy with the build 
being done by Ramon or Aden. In the 
end I used Aden as he was available 
and handy to Aaron if parts needed 
dropping off.

I was like an expectant first 
time father while “bumble” was in at 
Restorace, but boy was it worth the 
wait. On 11th September Aden sent me 
the photo below. 

DONE!
The ride home - even on the North 
Western - made me grin from ear to 
ear, it was at the same time no different 
and completely different. A custom 
build that stayed very close to the 



General consensus is that most 
Life Insurance people are pushy, 
self-interested product peddlers, 
with little interest in understanding 
the client’s personal or business 
situation. 
At Elan Brokers (now with twice 
as much listening power) we are 

different. Our primary goal is to 
listen to clients and suggest a 
solution which meets their needs 
and not ours…
With 30 years in the Insurance 
Industry, our knowledge in the 
field is extensive. Our clients are 
varied – from advertising through 

to zoologists, from mums and dads 
through to CEOs of publicly listed 
companies.
For help with Life, Medical, Trauma 
and Disability Insurance, talk to us.
Happy to listen and most 
importantly, be there at claim time.

Contact Richard or Oliver Pykett
Richard 021 991 900
Oliver 021 506 350
Office 09 268 4140
Freephone 0800 435 260
Web elan.co.nz
Facebook Elan Brokers

The Experts in Life, Medical,  
Trauma & Disability Insurance
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original intent and improved on areas 
that make such a difference. I’m not 
sure what the weight savings are, but 
I’d guess at least 10kg. The suspension, 
new wheels and new boots (Pirelli 
Diablo Rosso III) make the bike even 
smoother and more surefooted and 
flickable.

The Zard system was surprisingly 
quiet with the mufflers in and clearly 
needed flashing. So off to Paeroa to 
BRM Dyno - who needs an excuse to get 
a bike on the Dyno at the hands of Brett 
anyway! What a great way to spend a 
Friday, all morning fettling with the 
ECU and taking out the mufflers to 
hear the true music of the Zards. There 
were only one or two moments where 
the “computer says no”, but the old off/
on switch trick did the trick. After a 
cheeky pie and a bottle of L&P it was 
back to Auckland to test out the new 
bhp and torque - what a laugh! What a 
bike! 

So is it an investment? I finally 
phoned the insurers to up the 

market value. When I sent them the 
spreadsheet that I had been running 
to monitor the cost of parts and work, 
they said “No, no, can you give us 
the market price without the cost of 
work”. After a few heart pounding 
moments a quick look on eBay found 

a few examples with similar mods in 
Australia at asking prices that meant I 
might have made a few dollars! So yes, 
it’s an investment. But, I don’t care, 
she’s my keeper.   



TEN FOOT 
TALL AND 

BULLETPROOF!
WORDS AND PHOTOS BY RICHARD PYKETT
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WELL TALL, A BIT OVER 6’, but 
bulletproof? Well not so much.

After finishing his Mechanical 
Engineering degree and doing a year at 
Continental Ferrari, Oliver decided to 
change direction and join Barbara and 
me in the Practice at Elan Brokers.

Great to have him in the business, 
but hadn’t counted on having to spring 
for sick leave and sick pay before he had 
turned a wheel…

What started out as some mild 
stomach pain, quickly descended 
into a whirlwind of surgery, multiple 
readmissions, and post-operative 
complications. 

Out of the blue a few months ago, 
Oliver became aware of a stomach pain 
in his lower abdomen. With the help of 
Google he self-diagnosed appendicitis 
which was confirmed when after five 
days of increasing pain he presented 
himself to Accident & Emergency. His 
very inflamed appendix was removed 
laparoscopically Monday evening and he 
was discharged the following morning.

He came home with few instructions 
and surprisingly, no antibiotics 
despite severe inflammation of the 
bowel. After one night at home he 
had to be readmitted to hospital with 
increasingly severe pain, several post-
surgical issues and inflammation 
markers that had gone through the 
roof, far exceeding those of when he 
was first admitted. Then there was the 
dreaded ‘nil by mouth’ posted on his 

care board above his bed for four days 
while surviving on a drip.

Almost two weeks later he finally 
came back home, many kilos lighter, 
hunched and having dressings changed 
and wounds repacked each day by a 
visiting district nurse.

And the moral of the story? No 
one is immune, no one is too young to 
suffer health issues and absolutely none 
of us know what is just around the next 
corner on life’s path.

A close friend of Oliver’s, also young, 
has been through a similar whirlwind 
lasting this entire year. Lani, a young 
woman running her own business 
consulting firm, started having lower 
abdominal pains at the end of last year. 
They would come and go and were often 
veiled by her concentration on work. 
But as with many things left to their 
own devices, it got worse.

When the pain became unbearable, 
she went to Accident & Emergency, 
much like Oliver did. Unlike Oliver’s 
situation however, the hospital staff 
couldn’t find anything wrong after 
several scans and blood tests. The 
visible bulge in her stomach seemed 
concerning to every lay person who 
knew her, but not to the hospital staff. 

So what happened? After some 
polite arguments with staff, Lani was 
discharged with a reassuring smile, 
having been told nothing was wrong with 
her and the scans were clear. Yeah, right…

So off into the private system she 
went. After multiple consultations and 
more in-depth scanning, they made the 
call to do an investigative laparoscopic 
surgery after the private MRI hinted 
at a few things wrong. They found 
multiple issues, adhesions, a dodgy 
looking appendix and endometriosis. 
And in the words of the Northern 
comedian John Bishop, ‘nuthin wrong 
my arse’. Fortunately, the surgeon was 
able to rectify all notable issues.

And the price for all of this, well 
over $25,000, with Lani having to front 
with close to $5000 of her own money. 
This is due to her very basic 80% medical 
insurance policy her parents put in place 
for her when she was a child.

The moral of this story? Whilst the 
public system can be good, it can also 
be of no help in some more ambiguous 
instances like this one. This leaves 
you with only one option, the private 
healthcare system. Private medical 
bills can be eye-wateringly huge 

though, even for young people, so it 
is important that a quality insurance 
plan is put in place to pay for these. If 
this is intelligently done, it shouldn’t 
be very expensive and will save many 
headaches in the future. 

STARTER COVER
Starter cover is essentially a small bit of 
insurance which covers a wide range of 
scenarios.

Every time we apply for new 
Medical/Health, Income, Trauma or 
Life cover the insurer will ask for 
medical history. The more accidents 
or illnesses on the list, the harder and 
more costly it will be to get insurance 
cover. Once we grow and take on more 
responsibilities such as a new job, 
buying a home or even having a child, 
insurance really turns from a "nice 
to have" to a "must". Unfortunately, 
too many people leave it too late, to 
the point where their medical history 
and age starts to provide resistance, 
often preventing them from getting 
affordable long-term cover. For our 
eldest son – some of you know Mitch - 
it was too late at age 21.

HOW DO WE COMBAT AGAINST 
THIS?
When young, our hopefully good health 
is a known quantity. Insurance is cheap 
and straight forward to get. So, for our 
younger clients we put ‘Starter Cover’ 
in place, which is often very affordable 
with small monthly premium payments. 
Starter Cover locks in good terms 
on the insurance policy. Then when 
anything significant happens in your 
life – a special event - you can increase 
your cover with no health questions 
asked. Whether an individual, a couple 
or family, this can save folk money and 
huge headaches in the future trying 
to obtain insurance cover once health 
issues have cropped up.

Get in contact with us if you want to 
find out if Starter Cover could be right 
for you or members of your family. You 
will probably be surprised what $30 per 
month will buy you.

Parents and Grandparents – this can 
be a smart thing to encourage or even 
fund, to avoid being the ‘Bank of Mum 
and Dad’ should the brown stuff hit the 
whirly thing for one of your kids.

Don’t forget the IMOC discount on 
all covers placed through us.   
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Q When did you join IMOC?
A About 10 years ago.

Q What bikes did you have at the time? 
A I had my Moto Guzzi V50 which I still have. I have had 

that for 27 years, and I had a Ducati 750, which I had just 
bought.

Q How did you hear about IMOC? 
A I met them about 27 years ago when I got my V50. It’s a 

40 year old club, I went in there very proud of my little 
purchase. It’s a smaller bike, the guys called it a girl’s bike 
and they gave me s&*t about it. I just wanted to find out 
where to get parts and how to do stuff. They were all on 
SS’s and Le Mans 1000’s.

Q What made you decide to join the club? 
A I wanted to ride with people that had a similar interest 

of Italian bikes. I just wanted to ride, and all my friends 
I used to ride with didn’t have a bike, or didn’t ride 
anymore, or had bikes in different state of repair. I just 
wanted to meet a group of people that were into it; as you 
would know, they are an interesting bunch of people. 
One of my favourite riders I liked to ride with was 
Alan Greenslade, and Neville, they are steady, not 
overconfident, not under-confident and just ride steadily 
all day.

Q So you have been with the club quite a long time. When 
did you become President and how were you elected?

A It was about seven years ago. I started on the committee 
about two years before that because I had the initiative to 
put it on Facebook. I created the Facebook group, which 
is a bit out of hand these days because people think that’s 
all the club is. It would be good if some of them would 
actually come and ride with us and join the club as a 
member. There are some that don’t like riding in groups 
and that’s fair enough, but if you are going to support the 
thing you love, come out and meet us.

Q Lets talk about some of your best moments while you have 
been president. 

A It’s not about rules, it’s about riding. That’s why I want to 
step back, so I can do more riding, do the weekends away. 
I have been lucky to have good teams for each of the years.

Q What has been some of your favourite rides with the club? 
A AGM is always a favourite, the Mille with Christiaan - I 

love the passion of the people. The classic racing each 
year, that’s another passionate event, it’s where people 
that are really into their thing go and are really proud of 

it. That’s what I like out of all of it, is the interaction with 
people who are into something, you don’t have to entice 
them, cajole them, they are self-motivated.

Q Any challenges you faced as being president? 
A Motivation of myself. Get off my ass and do things and 

that’s what’s lacking now, which is why I am stepping 
down. I have been doing it so long I am really jaded by it. 
Others have had good ideas and say stuff and I find myself 
shooting them down, and I don’t actually mean it. There’s 
a lot of work behind the scenes to produce something and 
you don’t get any response back.

Q How did you become involved with ACC, Ride Forever, 
Swann and other organisations? 

A That’s another reason why I was asked to join the 
committee, I had the initiative and went and did it 
straight away without asking anybody. The first discount 
I got wasn’t from a bike store as they all have their own 
loyalty thing going, it was for radar detectors -Radar 
Direct - because I’m a fast rider and I can’t afford to lose 
my license. It’s very simple to ask somebody for a group 
discount and they might say ‘yes’. I don’t ask for discounts 
from small business, because it is a small business.

Q List a few ‘would be good to know’ items that you’d 
recommend for the next president? 

A Be open to people, but keep your plans fixed. It’s easy to 
be swayed by individuals within the group, but individuals 
think individually; when you are a group leader you have 
to think as a group.

Q What are your plans after stepping down and what do you 
think your involvement in the club will be? 

A I will still do the ride weekends, as I have committed to 
them for the next six months, so I will continue to do that. 
I will be setting up a motorcycle tour company doing day 
tours around Auckland.

Q What would you like to say to the members as you farewell 
your presidency, but not a farewell from the club? 

A I would like to see Club members take the initiative to talk 
to Debbie to organise an overnight ride or a day ride. Ask 
questions, get involved and introduce yourself. It’s a really 
accepting bunch. Be passionate about your thing. Don’t 
put other people’s thing down, just be passionate about 
your thing.

I think Mario has very big shoes to fill, literally and 
figuratively. We want to thank you so much for everything 
you have put into this club. We will see you on the road.  

AN INTERVIEW 
WITH HORACE

WORDS BY DEBBIE TAPPER | PHOTOS BY HORACE HARTNETT
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POST-COVID RIDE TO RUSSELL. NO WORDS
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POST-COVID RIDE TO RUSSELL. NO WORDS
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THE MAGAZINE TEAM are always struggling to find 
fresh new content for your magazine. We're looking for 
interesting stories about bikes, an adventure you've had on 
your bike (or even a rented one), a bike review or any other 
bike related stories you have.

Content from all over New Zealand would be wonderful 
and it would be awesome seeing some people contributing 
content from ALL the regions – Wellington, Tauranga, 
Invercargill, Christchurch, Whangerei, Bay of Islands. 
Come on guys and girls, seems like the only people who are 
interested in contributing to the magazine are people from 
Auckland.

So no, this is NOT an Auckland magazine by any means. 
It is a National magazine, but most of the content is put 
together time and time again by the committee members 
and a few other members who get tapped on the shoulder to 
write an article.

So, if you would like to contribute a story, article or any 
other content to appear in your magazine, please email 
gary@richandco.co.nz with your story. Please supply a Word 
document (or similar text file) along with as many high 
resolution images as possible which relate to your story. 
Generally speaking, a story is ideally about 1600 - 2000 
words long. It can be shorter, but not less than 500 words 
(which is about half a page) and can be accompanied by one 
or two photos.

If you're keen on advertising, or know of someone who 
would like to, please email me if you have any questions. 
You can see pg 7 of the magazine for the rates and other 
advertising details.

TIPS TO WRITING A GOOD STORY OR ARTICLE
Writing a story is a little like riding a bike; you can study 
the highway code (or read articles telling you how to write a 
story) for months, but nothing can prepare you for the real 
thing like getting on the bike and hitting the open road.

Now that I’m done thoroughly mangling that vague 
metaphor, let’s get down to business. You know you need to 
start writing a story for the magazine, but you don’t know 
how. In this article, I’ll show you how to write a great story 
in five simple steps that people will actually want to read.

READY? LET’S GET STARTED.

HOW TO WRITE A BLOG POST IN FIVE EASY STEPS 
[SUMMARY]:
Step 1: Plan your story by choosing a topic, creating an 
outline, conducting research, and checking facts.
Step 2: Craft a headline that is both informative and will 
capture readers’ attentions.
Step 3: Write your story, either writing a draft in a single 
session or gradually work on parts of it.
Step 4: Use images to enhance your story, improve its flow, 
add humour, and explain complex topics.
Step 5: Edit your story. Make sure to avoid repetition, read 
your post aloud to check its flow, have someone else read it 
and provide feedback, keep sentences and paragraphs short, 
don’t be a perfectionist, don’t be afraid to cut out text or 
adapt your writing last minute.
You're done! Email it to gary@richandco.co.nz and we'll 
check it for typos and grammar before it goes to print.

CONTRIBUTE  
TO YOUR MAGAZINE
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NEW PLYMOUTH 
OVERNIGHTER
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dreamcycles.co.nz

Photo credit: Mathieu Day-Gillet

Pro Rider IS NEW ZEALAND’S LARGEST 

Northland • Auckland • Waikato • BOPMOTORCYCLE TRAINING PROVIDER

Basic handling skills

Learner licencing

Ride forever training

CBTA licence assessments

Scooter & urban training

Track based training

Premium coaching

Licence packages

   

TAKE YOUR RIDING TO 

THE NEXT LEVEL

Courses 
starting at  

$20

prorider.co.nz
027 262 4717
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HELP US UPDATE OUR 
DATABASE

Have your contact details changed?
Our database needs to be kept up to date. If your email, phone, address or  

motorcycle collection has changed, there's a real easy way for you to update it!

HAVE YOUR CONTACT DETAILS CHANGED RECENTLY?
If any of your contact details have changed - even in the last 
year - there's a possibility that our database has the incorrect 
information for you. 
Well, our clever committee member has created a really easy 
way for you to update your details online.

HERE'S HOW TO UPDATE YOUR DETAILS
1. Open up the website www.imoc.co.nz
2. Scroll down about halfway and you'll see this on the right 

hand side of the Home page:

3. Click on 'Update my details'
4. That will take you to this page:

5. Enter the email address that you used to sign up to the 
Club with. Even if this is no longer your email address.

6. Press 'Search'
7. A window will pop up and it will have all of your details. 

Please go through all of the fields to ensure the correct 
information is there.

8. If your email has changed, you will see at the top of the 
page a note that says: 
If the email or any other non-editable information does 
need to be changed please make a note in the 'comments' 
field at the bottom of this form including the info you 
want to change, and we will make the change for you.

9. If you need to change your status regarding the Printed/
Digital version of the magazine, changing your email 
address or any other field that is not editable, just 
explain what you want in the comments and our trusted 
committee member will sort it for you.

10. Once done, press the button 'Update'.
11. This will send you and our committee an email to say 

that this person has made changes to the database. It 
will also state the usual 'Did you make changes to your 
information...' so it is secure and you'll know if it has been 
tampered with.

MAGAZINE EDITORIAL AND ADVERTISING
If you would like to contribute a story, article, advert or any 
other content to appear in our magazine, please email  
gary@richandco.co.nz with your enquiry, or if you're 
submitting an article, please supply a Word document along 
with high resolution images which relate to your story.

Advertising rates can be seen on page 7 of this magazine. 
If you're keen on advertising, or know of someone who would 
like to, please email gary@richandco.co.nz

BECOME A RIDE 
LEADER/COORDINATOR
If you'd like to become a ride coordinator in any region 
across New Zealand, contact Debbie Tapper on  
imoc@imoc.co.nz or call her on 021 433 227 to register your 
interest. Believe me, your email or call will be very well 
received! 

Alternatively contact your area coordinator. If you're 
unsure who this is, visit https://www.imoc.co.nz/contact 
and all the information is there.

We need ride coordinators all over NZ, so your help would 
be appreciated. There's nothing tricky about it. All you 
need to know is the route you'll be travelling. That's it!

All you need to do is tell everyone where you're headed and 
appoint a tail-end Charlie so no one gets lost and you're on 
your way.
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WANT TO ADVERTISE IN 
MOTOCICLISMO?

SELLING 
YOUR BIKE?

Advertise your bike in the Classified 
section of your magazine with photos, 
detailed description and appeal to an 

audience of over 300 readers who are 
your perfect target.

Any member wanting to list a classified 
advert for their bike gets a quarter 

page free. If you'd like a larger sized 
advert, please enquire for pricing.

Send your photos and description of 
your bike to gary@richandco.co.nz

Excellent rates, great coverage in print and online. 
Email Gary to discuss at gary@richandco.co.nz 
See advertising rates on page 7.
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PREPARE TO BE AMAZED
Browsing your new website should give you 
thrills – just like when that new Ducati arrived! 
If your new site isn't giving you goosebumps, 
then you'll need to call Gary at Rich&Co. He'll 
make sure your adrenalin keeps pumping on a 
daily basis. In addition, it won't damage your 
bank account in the same way a Ducati does!

Call Gary today on 0277 673 718
or visit our website richandco.co.nz


