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WORDS BY MARIO BRAZZA

PRESIDENT'S
REPORT

THIS IS THE FIRST TIME I haven’t 
looked forward to writing my 
President’s report, as I’m sure most of 
you would have heard, last month I lost 
a good friend and a valued member of 
this club, Aaron ‘XR’ Hughes. Aaron 
passed away doing what he truly 
loved, riding motorcycles. He was on 
his recently-purchased Ducati 900 
Superlight on a road he knew well and 
research shows that most accidents 
happen on roads close to home. I’m 
waiting for the family to receive the 
accident report, but I have a feeling 
they will just put it down as rider error; 
whether there was an animal in the 
road or another vehicle was involved we 
will never truly know.

I met Aaron in 2018 back when he 
was riding his stock blue Tuono and I 
was on my little 400 Honda (I got in the 
club on a technicality; I’m Italian and 
owned a motorcycle, therefore I was an 
Italian Motorcycle Owner). The Tuono 
was my dream bike then, so I instantly 
wanted to become Aaron’s friend. It 
took me a while to get to know him as 
Aaron was a very private person, but we 
had two things in common: the love of 
bikes and we were both avid Valentino 
Rossi fans. When Aaron finally let 
me in I heard countless stories about 
his time in Abu Dhabi, the UK and 
his adventures in the music and film 
industry. I knew this dude was cool. 

When I bought my crashed Tuono, 
Aaron was there, always ready to offer 
help, which is what I think made his 
venture with Dato Racing Parts so 
successful. He wasn’t just selling us 
parts, he was selling his knowledge 
and helping us make the right choice 
to make our bikes look that little bit 
better. Just look at the two DRP flagship 
bikes: his 2019 Tuono and 2021 Ducati 
Streetfighter, two beautiful bikes 
turned into works of art with his touch.

When I heard the news of his death I 
just didn’t want to believe it, so much so 
I left work early and drove over to his 
house hoping I would find him there, 

but the terrible news was confirmed 
when I found his brother Warren there 
and that’s when the pain hit. I spent a 
few hours with Warren, firstly trying 
to find out as many details about what 
happened, then that quickly changed to 
telling stories about him. I left his home 
and drove out to the scene, and that’s 
where the anger hit; it was an average 

corner, nothing difficult or special 
about it. I was angry because I knew 
how good a rider Aaron was and I just 
couldn’t figure out what the hell had 
happened. While I was there a couple 
came out of their home and asked if I 
knew Aaron. They were the people who 
found Aaron and tended to him until 
the emergency services arrived. It was 
bitter sweet to talk to them, but I was 
happy to know that Aaron wasn’t alone 
in his last moments. 

Acceptance came at the funeral; 
60+ various motorcycles parked up 
ready to follow Aaron on his final lap. 
Listening to family and friends recount 
stories and what he meant to them was 
a beautiful moment and I was humbled 
to be able to tell my own stories and be 
one of the pallbearers.

This is the first time I’ve 
experienced an unexpected loss of 
someone close to me and I’d like to 
use this opportunity to talk about a 
couple of things. It’s a stark reminder 
that the thing we do for fun is also 
one of the most dangerous. We must 
have 100% focus every time we’re out 
on our machines, whether we’re five 
minutes from home or half way down 
the country. We’ve all gotten away 
with something once or twice, but next 
time we might not be so lucky. The 
other thing, and the one I’m sure some 
of us haven’t put much thought into, 
is what happens after. Aaron did not 
have anything set in place if the worst 
happened, no life insurance and no will. 
I’ve now seen first-hand how important 
it is to have these things in place. Now 
not only does his family have to deal 
with the grief of losing a loved one, but 
also the financial burden of paying for 
the funeral and the stress of having 
to go through the intestate process to 
wind up his estate, which can be very 
long and drawn out. We never know 
what’s around the corner, so please, for 
the sake of your family and loved ones, 
get your shit sorted.

Ride free Aaron.   
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THERE IS GOOD NEWS and there is 
bad news; what would you like first?

The choice is obviously not 
yours, so let’s start with what’s most 
important… the bad news.

The bad news is it’s worse than 
that. It is the type of news that has no 
silver lining and where no-one wins. 
It is of course the passing of Aaron 
“XR” Hughes. There’s a write up about 
him further on in this magazine, so 
the committee has resisted diving 
to any depth in this summary. 
Unsurprisingly when the committee 
met on 16th May, it was unanimously 
accepted that Aaron’s death would be 
grieved by many and our condolences 
went out to those closest to him. Ride 
free our friend.

Winter is upon us, so it’s the 
perfect opportunity to give your 
bike some maintenance love. Equally 
important you could throw caution 
to the wind and dust off those riding 
skills by enrolling in a Prorider 
course. Also please, please, please if 
you haven’t done so already, invest 
into a CE rated back protector (level 
2 being better than level 1). I took 
a further leap and two years ago 
invested in a TechAir inflatable vest. It 
is pleasing to see others also take the 
vulnerability of motorcycling equally 

as seriously and have invested in the 
second edition of the vest. We each 
spend significant moola on our bikes, 
we deserve to spend a chunk of that on 
our own safety.

A thank you is overdue… to those 
who organise and lead rides. These 
individuals are the 98 octane (life-
blood) of the club. To those of us 
who would like to play host, your 
committee is investigating a ride 
leader training programme. We’re 
not talking about a set of guidelines 
explained over a beer or two, but 
instead something facilitated by 
some real McCoy trainers. If this is 
sounding a little too grown up for 
IMOC, don’t fear, our motives are pure. 
After all, we’re all here for a good time 
and a long time.

Lastly, check out the new IMOC 
merchandise. I’ve heard on good advice 
that each tee-shirt takes 10kg and 10 
years off the wearer. We have limited 
stock available, so first in - first serve, 
you snooze you lose, the early bird 
gets the worm… you get my drift. 
Merchandise can be ordered via the 
IMOC website. 

As for the good news… I’ll come 
back to you on that.  

Go well.   

 
COVER  National Ducati Rally 2021.  

Photo by Connull Lang Photography

WORDS BY DARYL WEST-HILL

SECRETARY
REPORT

Connull Lang Photography
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NEW MEMBERS
IMOC is delighted to welcome the following new members to the Club

Glick Coupe

Tauranga

Andrew and Donna Clapman
Auckland

General consensus is that most 
Life Insurance people are pushy, 
self-interested product peddlers, 
with little interest in understanding 
the client’s personal or business 
situation. 
At Elan Brokers (now with twice 
as much listening power) we are 

different. Our primary goal is to 
listen to clients and suggest a 
solution which meets their needs 
and not ours…
With 30 years in the Insurance 
Industry, our knowledge in the 
field is extensive. Our clients are 
varied – from advertising through 

to zoologists, from mums and dads 
through to CEOs of publicly listed 
companies.
For help with Life, Medical, Trauma 
and Disability Insurance, talk to us.
Happy to listen and most 
importantly, be there at claim time.

Contact Richard or Oliver Pykett
Richard 021 991 900
Oliver 021 506 350
Office 09 268 4140
Freephone 0800 435 260
Web elan.co.nz
Facebook Elan Brokers

The Experts in Life, Medical,  
Trauma & Disability Insurance

6 IMOC | MOTOCICLISMO   WINTER 2021



PROFILED 

Where were you born: King Country, Otorohanga

Relationship to IMOC: I have been a member since buying 
my first Moto Guzzi, 2019

Occupation: Director and Co-owner Team Document Ltd 
T/a Ricoh Taranaki

What did you want to be when you grew up? Bass Player 
for ZZ Top

If you could invite three people to dinner, dead or alive, 
who would they be? Stevie Ray Vaughan. Bob Marley 
and Stirling Moss – Great music, great 'party' and great 
motorsport knowledge

What wouldn't you leave home without? Nitroglycerin 
spray… just in case!! 😃
What is your favourite destination? Aotea Harbour and 
Taranaki Maunga

Who would play you in a movie? Obviously Dwayne 
Johnson! It's like looking in a mirror…that's if the mirror 
made him 14cm shorter, 8kg lighter, increased his body fat 
index by 25% and took away his muscle tone!!

What's the best ride you've been on? New Plymouth/
Whanganui/Raetihi/National Park/Taumarunui/Forgotten 
World Highway/Whangamōmona/Toko/Stratford/
Inglewood

What's the worst ride you've been on? New Plymouth/
Whanganui/Raetihi/National Park/Taumarunui/Forgotten 
World Highway/Whangamōmona/Toko/Stratford/
Inglewood 😳

Three words that best describe you? Loud, Empathetic, 
Reliable

If you were a bike, what would it be and why? 1961 Moto 
Guzzi Falcone – shares similar characteristics to me: age, 
in the day carried a bit of style, considered quick in the 
early years, what you saw is what you got, classic

What is your secret vice? PUBG & Sim Racing 

People would be surprised to know that: I am a 
sexagenarian curmudgeon (look it up! 😃). Actually, they 
probably wouldn’t be surprised!!

Favourite Quote: Don’t sweat the small stuff

GRANT KENNY

IMOC MEDIA PACK
2020/21 Magazine Advertising Rates 

Please find our advertising rates for 2020/21. If you have any 
questions or queries, please do not hesitate to contact Gary 
by email on gary@richandco.co.nz 

Regular Advertising Rates

Double page spread  ............................................................ $200

Full Page (Single) .................................................................. $110

Half Page  ................................................................................. $80

Quarter Page  ..........................................................................  $50 

Specifications (depth x width in mm)

Trimmed Page Size  .................................................... 297 x 210

Full Page Type Area  ................................................... 262 x 180

Full Page (with bleed)  .................................................303 x 216

Double Page Spread (DPS)  ......................................... 420 x 297

DPS Page Type Area  ................................................... 360 x 262

Double Page Spread (with bleed)  ............................ 426 x 303

Half Page Horizontal  .................................................  180 x 131

Half Page Vertical  ........................................................  90 x 262

Quarter page Horizontal ............................................  180 x 66

Advertisers are invited to submit advertorials to be published 
in our magazine. These need to be purely informational about a 
specific product or service. The written content should be no less 
than 500 words and must be accompanied by quality photographs 
and/or graphics. 

Rates above are effective from January 2021
All artwork to be emailed to gary@richandco.co.nz  
If artwork is too large for email, go to www.wetransfer.com and 
upload the files to gary@richandco.co.nz 
Payment is due 20th of the month following invoice.
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HOW THE OTH ER HALF LIVES

MY NAME IS RICHARD and I’m 
probably an alcoholic.

Turns out I’m also a Duc-aholic.
Born in the mid 50’s in the North 

of England, I grew up (loose term) with 
bikes being the ubiquitous mode of 
transport for many. Of course I had to 
comply with this accepted norm and 
ended up at the ripe old age of 12 with 
my first two bikes. Two utterly hateful 
75cc BSA Beagles (I had one and then 
got offered basically a brand new one 
for 3 quid from the local dealer which 
the owner had walked away from after a 
new engine was fitted) then a Lambretta 
TV175 (complete with spotlights and 
400 mirrors) a Honda 50 which refused 
to die, and a CB77 250 Honda twin with 

a 305 Superhawk engine. Fast forward 
to New Zealand, a collection of leaking 
classic Brit bikes and finally a 1977 
Triumph Bonneville. Life changed with 
marriage, businesses, kids and karting 
and up until four years ago, in a blink I’d 
been bikeless for 35 years.

However I did have a computer 
screensaver which was a 1999 Ducati 
996 – red of course. Never thought I 
would own one, but the shape was just 
so pornographic.

Both boys ended up working at 
Ferrari and so the Italian lust was 
further fuelled.

Right out of the blue four years ago 
they decided to invest in a yellow 1998 
748SPS - curiously similar in shape 

to the 996 of my screensaver from 20 
years previous. Well they say they are 
like sponges at that age… Neither had 
licences, so dad was dragged into vet and 
test ride the bike. Holy shit, I’d never 
ridden a sportsbike before and the owner 
lived down a 100m long metal driveway. 
As Clarkson might say “what could 
possibly go wrong?” Thankfully I didn’t 
drop it, I managed to tuck up and get my 
fat stubby legs on the very aggressive 
rearsets and it was just orgasmic 
bellowing up and down the quiet 
Cambridge road. Deal was done, kids got 
learner bikes to get their licences and 
I accompanied them on some rides on 
their special yellow bike. Which they got 
pretty grumpy about as the k’s ticked up. 
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HOW THE OTH ER HALF LIVES
WORDS BY: RICHARD PYKETT
PHOTO CREDITS: SHELAINE ZAMBAS, PETER THOMASEN, 
GARY RICHARDS, DEBBIE TAPPER AND PORKY PYKETT. 
ALSO THANKS TO CONNULL LANG PHOTOGRAPHY.

So I needed a Duc of my own.
Enter a red 2004 749s in need of 

some love. “I’m just going to fix it up 
and perhaps do 50kms on a nice Sunday 
once a month.” 

Yeah right…
What actually happened was that I 

fixed the bike, I joined a semi-geriatric 
gang (IMOC) and did 15,000kms on it 
in the first year. Did several riding 
courses with Pro-Rider and Pav and in 
2018, Barbara bought me a new Panigale 
959 (she’s definitely a keeper) as the k’s 
were starting to get up on the old 749. 
The dealer didn’t want the old bike as a 
trade, so figured I’d just keep it and ride 
it now and then. Closer to 20,000kms 
in the first year on the Panigale with a 
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5,000km trip to The Burt in 2020 with 
fellow semi-geriatric Brian Hewitt. The 
Panigale was not great as a tourer for a 
fat old git, so last November pulled the 
trigger on a new 2020 Multistrada 950s 
with a Touring pack.

They are like shoes, right? We now 
have 5 Ducatis in the family - my three 
plus the yellow 748 and a mint red 848 
EVO.

I figured it was high time to 
understand if other Ducati owners were 
as foaming at the mouth bonkers as I 
had apparently become. 

The annual rally of the Ducati 
Owners Club at The Chateau, seemed 
like a good way to find out.

It would appear upon reflection, 
that I only have a very mild case of 
Ducati-itis…

First, of course, I had to get there.
Roger Pereira in the Waikato 

had organized a ride departing from 
Whatawhata, heading to Piopio for 
lunch and then on to The Chateau via 
all of the wiggly bits. 

Several of us who quite regularly 
ride together were also going from 
Auckland, so I put together a ride 
leaving from BP Southern Motorway 
heading down Highway 22 towards 
Raglan. I foolishly agreed to lead on the 
Multistrada (aka ‘The Pig’). 

We had Reece on his seriously quick 
1199R, Xen on his seriously quick 1299S 
Anniversario, Gary (just seriously quick) 
on his brand new Hyperstrada which 
had amazingly arrived brand new from 
Wellington dealer Motomart at 5:00 
p.m. just the night before (a touch of the 

Japanese inspired ‘just in time delivery’ 
if there ever was one) Mad Daryl on his 
seriously quick V4 Streetfighter and 
Debbie on her Supersport.

Unbelievably I led most of the way 
down the twisty bits of 22 until we got 
to a downhill straight and Mad Daryl 
flashed passed me at probably, oohh 110 
kph or thereabouts. A brief glimpse of 
his brake light into the right hander 
and he was not seen again until the 
rest of us caught up at the turnoff to 
Ohautira Road. Debbie unfortunately 
had had a luggage malfunction, with 
her pack getting tangled with her rear 
wheel and eating through her wet gear. 
Very lucky not to come off.

The group sorted again, we had a 
sublime run through to the Hamilton 
road and then on to Whatawhata to 
meet up with Roger and a bunch of 
other Ducati-istas at the Village Cafe. 
Coffee, pitstop, gas and a yak, then off 
to meet up with yet more Ducati-istas 
for lunch at Piopio. 

Roger leading the way South 
through Pirongia and a teasing right 
turn off towards Kawhia. This time only 
a partial Kawhia GP, hooking back left 
through Honikiwi Road and looping 
back to the main drag. Neat twisty 
roads in excellent nick. Otorohanga, Te 
Kuiti and then South West to Piopio. 
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Lovely twisty bits and a moderate-to-
fast pace with Roger and his lady being 
two-up on their Supersport.

Quite a lot of talk about Ducatis 
over lunch at Piopio, with the group just 
about doubling in size.

I blame the Eggs Benedict brunch 
at Piopio for my forthcoming afternoon 
confusion.

Back road wiggly bit to link up with 
SH4 for a gentle run to The Chateau, 
with a handful of us electing to follow 
Roger as he proudly showed off his local 
knowledge with more yet impressive 
wiggly bits. 

I should have followed the sensible 
people turning right and heading off 
for showers and a beer or seven at The 
Chateau…

Suffice to say, being ‘Tail End 
Charlie’, tailing a fast bunch and not 
knowing where you are going was 
never going to end well. Sure enough, I 
arrived at an intersection in the middle 
of nowhere and of course the entire 
crew ahead of me had been beamed up.

I did for a brief moment hope that 
they were all being subjected to intense 
and repeated anal probing by aliens. 

I of course turned left, when I 
should have turned right.

Mad Daryl did come back to look for 
me, checking for Multistrada-sized holes 

in the undergrowth, but also assumed 
that I had been beamed up by aliens and 
was enjoying a jolly good probing.

Due to the excellent cellphone 
coverage by Vodafone Aotearoa (non-
existent) I ended up at Whakamaru, 
fuelled up and eventually made it to The 
Chateau. Only to be given hell by the 
sensible crew and the fast crew, who by 
now had been at the bar for a couple of 
hours – ‘Captain Slow’ got lost again.

Industrial quantities of Chardonnay 

helped revive my spirits.
Happily the talk over dinner was 

not entirely about how to remove the 
cylinder heads from my 749S, in order 
to shim the valve stems and adjust the 
desmodromic valve clearances. 

‘Brisk’ was the word the next 
morning for the meteorological state 
and ‘keen’ was another word used 
to describe the hardy owners, busily 
removing the previous day’s detritus 
from their machines. Temps were little 

Connull Lang Photography
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above zero, yet here these folks were 
with all manner of cleaning supplies, 
lugged at the expense of extra undies, 
nipples erect, readying their machines 
for the 8:00 a.m. show and shine.

Despite the capacious panniers 
on ‘The Pig’, I’d neglected to bring a 
selection of brushes, cleaning products 
and assorted motorcycle cosmetic 
lotions, so opted instead for a delicious 
cooked breakfast and strong black 
coffee. Difficult to put lipstick on a pig 
anyway.

As the temperatures climbed to a 

more Aucklander-friendly 6 degrees, 
I ventured out to ogle at some of the 
machinery. Apart from a couple of 
display race bikes, all had been ridden 
to the event – including an epic looking 
early 70’s 750 Supersport (original 
‘Bevel’) in the classic silver and teal, 
a bloody fantastic yellow 1970 450 
Scrambler (Richard’s from Hamilton 
Motorcycles) and a near priceless 1299 
Superleggera (which Neevesy from 
Motorcycle News called ‘the most 
savage superbike ever’). Just the thing 
for a nice quiet Sunday pootle in the 

countryside.
But what really caught my eye was 

the stunning race-only ‘Supermono’ 
brought to the weekend by Don and 
Rodney O’Connor from Eurobike 
Wholesale in New Plymouth. 

Don, it turned out, was the evening’s 
keynote speaker and he regaled us with 
tales of his Ducati journey. Don and 
his wife were appointed as original 
Ducati importers in NZ and held the 
agency from the early 70’s through to 
when Italy took things back in house in 
2002, bizarrely appointing Frasers in 
Australia to service the region. Err, say 
what? I wonder daily at some Corporate 
decisions…

On the way through they grew the 
marque here substantially, initially 
with the 750SS and 900 Darmah, then 
the very successful 900 Supersport 
range and iconic 916 family.

Always passionate about racing 
(quote of the weekend had to be Don’s 
“we spent 95% of our profits on racing 
and the other 5% we wasted”) they 
set up the NZ Ducati Dealer Team 
and supported Robert Holden both 
in NZ and overseas. One of the bikes 
they fielded for him was the highly 
competitive and stunningly beautiful 
factory 572cc single ‘Supermono’. 
Weighing in at just 122kgs dry and 
pushing over 80hp in final trim, it gave 
Robert a win at the IOM TT in 1995. 
Whilst the bike Robert rode to victory 

Connull Lang Photography
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that year has been sold, the TT winning 
engine was retained and is in this bike, 
built from spares, completed just six 
months ago and now ridden by son 
Rodney in classic races here. Shame we 
didn’t hear it run as apparently it won’t 
idle below 4,000 rpm 😃

All in all a fantastically well-
organised weekend, rubbing shoulders 
with an eclectic mix of other Ducati 
enthusiasts, renewed acquaintances and 

new friendships. Many thanks to Ange, 
Zandra and Darryl (from the other mob) 
for organizing such a spectacular event.

It has brought home to me that at 
this point, I only have a very mild and 
thus probably still quite treatable, case 
of Ducati-itis.

Now where is my saved search for 
Ducati on Trade Me and that second 
bottle of Chardonnay?   

Connull Lang Photography

Connull Lang Photography

Connull Lang Photography

Connull Lang Photography

Connull Lang Photography
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IT WAS ONE OF THOSE DAYS… while 
riding to work, it started to rain. Well, 
it was more like a monsoon. The wet 
weather gear was, of course, left at 
home on the advice of Google Alexa, 
who had promised fine weather.

On this day I learnt my riding jeans 
had a preference to collate most of 
the intercepted rain in the groin area. 
I was now heading to work into the 
CBD on the motorway with a perceived 
incontinence problem.

Usually when I ride down the 
motorway lane splitting (with great 
care), the traffic parts in a style Moses 
would have been proud of. On this 
day, to add insult to injury, it seemed 
every Uber driver, trade ute and single 
occupant car were all driven by Gandolf 
philosophers, adhering to the belief 

“You shall not pass!” My day at work 
continued in this vein, with cancelled 
meetings, which stalled projects leading 
to failed deadlines.

I was having a bad day or at least 
thought I was. 

Like too many of us, I am guilty 
of being fixated with only what is in 
front of me, allowing our first world 
problems to dominate the real estate in 
our heads.

You see, death and trauma are 
balancers. It puts what is most important 
back into perspective. My bad day no 
longer mattered because I had just learnt 
Aaron 'XR' Hughes had died.

On Sunday 16th May, a little after 
midday, the IMOC committee visited the 
site where Aaron crashed. It was a 55 
km/hr left bend. Other than the speed 

A PERSONAL REFLECTION ON 
AARON 'XR' 

HUGHES
WORDS BY: DARYL WEST-HILL
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recommendation, the corner was nothing 
special; no potholes, no black tyre marks, 
no sign of a diesel spill, nothing. 

Aaron was an accomplished rider, 
with many knee-scraping track days to 
his name. He also rode smoothly while 
on the road. Nothing makes sense.

Unsurprisingly, his funeral was 
well attended. An impressive turnout of 
bikes and their riders was testament to 
the number of people who considered 
him a friend. The speeches highlighted 
a fascinating history, which was not 
only confined to his camera and sound 
work on blockbuster movies, but I also 
learnt he was once the manager for The 
Datsuns. Very cool.

I’m going to miss Aaron. Not only 

for his friendship, but also for his 
knowledge on bikes. Ever need to 
know your exhaust options, or what 
frame sliders would not only fit but 
complement the aesthetics of the bike? 
Aaron was the 'go-to' person. Our local 
motorcycling sage. He was always 
willing to assist and the few things he 
didn’t know, he soon knew.

Despite Aaron’s success, he had 
an Achilles heel. He chose to isolate 
himself, to keep those closest to him at 
arms’ length when they were needed 
the most. 

As human beings, we are social 
creatures by nature. Instinctively, we 
don’t like feeling alone and our bodies 
and brains actually function better 
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when we are surrounded by others. We 
are basically wired to be social.

If you were to Google 'why humans 
need humans' or anything along 
those lines, you would find a plethora 
of articles explaining why social 
connections and friendships are vital 
to our health and well-being. Outside of 

our family units, when we have friends 
we can lean on, laugh with, cry with 
and talk to, we are nourishing ourselves 
physically, mentally and emotionally. 
We need that connectivity not only to 
survive, but to thrive.

Here’s to Aaron, a good bugger, and 
the legacy he left behind.

To finish I can do no better than to 
quote him…

It’s not a phase. It’s my life
It’s not a hobby. It’s my passion
It’s not for everyone. It is for me. 
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Protect your assets and 
maintain that new look

 NATIONWIDE LOCATIONS   |  AUCKLAND  |  TAURANGA  |  HAMILTON  |  WELLINGTON  |  CHRISTCHURCH  |  CROMWELL

0800 800 847

New Zealand’s  
official distributor  

and certified installers

This is not another vinyl wrap – protect 
paint protection film offers leading ultra 
glossy, clear paint protection films with 
hydrophobic and self healing top-coat 
technologies.Protection against  
stone chips and minor scratches  
– ideal for tanks, helmets and visors.

www.carpaintprotection.co.nz



WEATHER
TO RIDE?

WORDS: MARK JONES/PRO RIDER  |  PHOTOS: MILAGRO

Do you like riding in the rain, or are you a 
fair-weather rider who will only venture out 
if there’s not a cloud to be seen? Knowing 
where to look can enable you to make an 
informed decision before you even stick 
your head out of the garage door.

18 IMOC | MOTOCICLISMO   WINTER 2021



A COMMON RESPONSE to customers 
getting in touch having seen a dodgy 
weather forecast is ‘well, you can 
actually learn a lot riding in the rain’. 
This is true, and whilst this piece is not 
specifically about wet weather riding 
techniques – which in summary are 
to stay calm and relaxed on a well-
prepared bike with good tyres and 
wearing decent kit – it can be useful to 
know what sort of conditions we might 
be heading into. Being prepared for the 
weather is as important as any other of 
our pre-ride checks. 

Dan the man, Renee, or Ingrid and 
Alex on the other channel will give you 
a decent steer after the TV news, but 
their forecast will be pretty general, and 
it can benefit us to be more specific. We 
have a state-sponsored meteorological 
service in the not so surprisingly titled 
MetService New Zealand. MetService 
is contracted by the government as 
the only authorised provider of severe 
weather warnings, public safety weather 
notices, and weather information for 
aviation, so it’s a pretty good bet they 
work hard to get things right. 

In fact, MetService turns out a ton 
of data which would take us to a mid-
afternoon snack if we tried to digest it 
all with our bowl of warming breakfast 
porridge. Fortunately, there are a couple 
of ready-made solutions for us bikers. 
First off, the NZ Weather App for both 
Android and iPhone is a simple source 
of information about all things weather. 
You can plug in your favourite locations 
and hey presto get a briefing for the day, 
a 3 or 10-day forecast. And if you want 
to go into detail, it will let you mine 
down into the rain radar with its 7 and 
half minute predictions and 2 hourly 
wind, temperature and rainfall for the 
next 48 hours; phew! For the super lazy 

it will even grab your location from 
your phone’s GPS and knock out an 
instant forecast where you are, although 
that’s a bit limiting as we have now left 
lockdown and can ride further than 
around the house and down to the shops. 

Another useful MetService freebie 
is the Weekend Weather Email service. 
As the name implies, you set up a 
personalised forecast with locations of 
interest and popping into your inbox 
every Thursday afternoon will be a 
summary of what to expect on your 
ride. Great for anyone who just goes for 
a Sunday afternoon blast or weekend 
road trip, but anyone riding all week 
can stick with the 10-day outlook 
although that can be a bit depressing 
when grey clouds are showing for its 
entirety. You can even get a ‘powder 
watch’ alert if you really want to be a 
domestic tourist and head away to the 
slopes. All these MetService goodies are 
easy to find and download from their 
website: www.metservice.com 

I have to admit, much as I trust 
dear old MetService, I do like a bit of a 
cross-reference with another reputable 
forecaster. I have managed to get out 
of the habit of checking every forecast 
available to find the ‘right one’ to cheer 
me up as I head out to ride, but it can be 
reassuring to have a squizz elsewhere, 
particularly if the information is 
presented in a really neat way. My 
recommendation is Yr – the joint online 
weather service from the Norwegian 
Meteorological Institute and the 
Norwegian Broadcasting Corporation. I 
know what you’re thinking – what good 
is a weather service from a country 
almost 18 000km away when I’m setting 
out on my ride here in NZ? Well, just 
like our own MetService, Yr crunches 
data from established computer models 

generated from 
tracking weather 
patterns for 
years and able 
to make decent 
predictions 
which are then 
finessed by real human meteorologists 
(by the way Dan Corbett is actually 
an experienced one of these despite 
his attempts at entertaining us on 
TVNZ). The nice thing about Yr is the 
way they line up the temperature, 
rain, sun, wind in neat little charts 
with what I have found to be a quite 
accurate hourly forecast. And yes, there 
is an App sitting there in Google Play 
/ Apple Store for your free download. 
You can also get stuck into a wealth of 
information on their website too at: 
www/yr.no although you may want to 
brush up on your Norwegian until you 
do your first search for an NZ location 
after which it will remember to talk to 
you in English! 

Finally, whilst I do agree with the 
‘you can learn a lot riding in the rain’ 
mantra, the conditions which make me 
sit up and think are pouring rain with 
full-on wind, especially if gusting. My 
ideal source of guidance here is another 
great App from Windy – available from 
the usual places. As the name suggests, 
this gives a nice graphical presentation 
of the likelihood of you getting blown 
across the motorway, and there is a 
comprehensive web option too at: www.
windy.com So, there you have it, there 
will always be weather, and whether or 
not to ride, come rain or shine is up to 
you. But learning something in the wet 
can be fun along with finding out that 
it might not be as bad as you think with 
the help of MetService, Yr and Windy 
dot com.   
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THERE ARE SO MANY BIKES, (and 
so little time), but out of the 25 I've 
owned, only three of them have been 
real standouts and the type of bikes 
I've really fallen in love with. Having 
started my motorcycle endeavours 
when I was 14, I rode mostly dirt bikes 
until around 18 when I got my brand 
new street-going Honda XL500. I then 
added an IT175 to my collection, an 
outstanding bike, but then in 1985, I 
bought myself a Yamaha TT600. Now 
I don't know how many of you have 
ridden one of these, but in my opinion 
this was really the bees’ knees when it 
came to an awesome torquey wheelie 
machine. I absolutely loved this bike 
to bits. I had so much fun on enduros, 
wheelie-ing on the beach and doing a lot 
of off road riding. The suspension was 
to die for, the power delivery fantastic. 
There was nothing to dislike about this 
bike. And then, for the love of me, I 
cannot remember why or when I sold it, 
but I've given myself yet another good 
kick nevertheless.

Over the years, I bought a few road 
bikes and they were all okay and fun. 
But it wasn't until I came across this 
second hand ex-race bike that belonged 

to Keith Huewen (he's just recently 
retired from commentating MotoGP on 
BT Sport). It was a Yamaha 750T and it 
had all the bells and whistles you could 
wish for. Just the year I bought it, the 
legendary FZR1000 was released. Fastest 
sports bike in the world, they said. But 
not when matched with my FZ750T. 
It ate them for breakfast. It even beat 
Russell Wood (SA Champ) at Tarlton 
Dragway with a 10.5 sec quarter mile. 
Once again, I kick myself for getting 
rid of this bike, as it was just amazing 
and would probably be worth a small 
fortune by now.

Many years later, I immigrated to 
New Zealand and bought an XT660 - 
mostly for commuting and it did a good 
job at that. I had children and you all 
know 'that' story about motorcycle 
drought. Finally the heavens opened 
and I bought myself a brand new MV 
Agusta RV. Well, that only lasted about 
180km before the engine collapsed and 
I received a full refund - no questions 
asked. At this stage I had become a 
member of IMOC and knew that I had to 
replace it with something Italian. I test 
rode many bikes - mostly Ducatis for 
some reason. 🙃 

ME AND MY HYPERMOTARD
WORDS: GARY RICHARDS

Then one very fine day (actually it 
was pissing down with rain) I visited 
MotoMagnet and met Ramon for 
the first time. He had this drop dead 
gorgeous black Ducati 821 Hypermotard, 
kitted out with a racing Termignoni, 
Ohlins rear shock, plus lots of other 
bling and stuff. Since it was raining cats 
and dogs, there was no way Ramon was 
going to let me take it for a spin, so I just 
perved at it in the shop and listened to 
that beautiful sound of the V-Twin and 
the Termi exhaust until all the other 
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owned and I was hooked - hook, line 
and sinker. So much so that I even got a 
Ducati logo tattooed on my shoulder.

The myth of Ducatis being 
unreliable remains a myth for me. I did 
not have a single problem with that bike 
and after 35,000km and a lot of internal 
debating, procrastination and outright 
resistance going on in my head, I sold 
it to some other very lucky bugger 
and bought myself a brand new Ducati 
Hypermotard 950 RVE.

I spent a considerable amount of 
finger-nail-chewing time while the 
bike was on a ship from Australia to 
New Zealand. You simply cannot believe 
how slowly those six weeks went. It felt 
like a bloody lifetime! Then, the day 
it was supposed to arrive, the courier 
driver had a medical emergency and 
the delivery was again delayed. There 
was only one day left and then I had to 
be on my way to The Chateau to attend 
the National Ducati Rally. My new bike 
arrived at 5:15pm on the Thursday 
evening and I was leaving for Tongariro 
at 8am the following morning. Talk 

about cutting it fine! No time for 
installing any bits on it, or putting 
protective film on the front end to 
prevent stone chips. This was it, I just 
rode it like it came from the dealer.

Well, I left the next morning and 
I live in Titirangi, West Auckland. It's 
a 50km ride to BP Drury. That's right, 
only 50km - not 500km. But by the time 
I reached the BP Drury, my arse felt like 
it had done 500km. That seat was like a 
hardwood plank! Man, this was going to 
be a long ride!

Now, compared to the 821 model, 
the 950 has a very different power 
delivery. An easy comparison would 
be a 500cc two stroke compared to a 
950cc four stroke. The 950 has loads of 
power - no mistake about that, and the 
gearing is fantastic. The power delivery 
is super torquey and quite smooth in 
comparison to the 821, which has a lot 
less torque, but accelerated like a two 
stroke on steroids. The other thing was 
the quick shifter. It took me quite some 
time to get used to it, and I do love it 
now. In the beginning, I hit quite a few 

ME AND MY HYPERMOTARD

customers were gagging from the fumes. 
I came back a few days later and took 
it for a ride. Man! Was that absolutely 
exhilarating! I clocked 145km/h on 
the motorway between Ellerslie and 
Greenlane without even trying. This was 
seriously good shit and there was no 
way I was letting this slip through my 
fingers. I think I put the deposit down 
before I took my helmet off.

Since then, I’ve had the absolute 
best time riding this thing of absolute 
wonder. This was the first Ducati I had 
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false neutrals, which was annoying. 
There is quite a lot about the false 
neutrals on internet forums, but it was 
only when watching MotoGP that the 
penny dropped. They were showing a 
close up of Johann Zarco and you could 
see him changing gears. He changed 
with real intention, no mucking about 
and you could see his whole leg move 
- not just his big toe. He did it like he 
meant it. So that's what I started doing 
and haven't missed a gear since. So 
hopefully that little tip is beneficial to 
someone out there!

To be perfectly honest, I didn't 
really enjoy the trip to Tongariro and 
back very much. I was questioning 
myself if getting rid of my beloved 821 
was the right thing to do. I had quite 
a few 'moments' where the back tyre 
slipped, or the front, and even had 
the odd tank slapper through faster 
bends. I had never ridden a bike with 
Pirellis, so did not know what to expect 
in that sense, but they were taking all 
the blame. I figured there had to be 
something more to this than meets 
the eye. On my return to Auckland 
directly after the NDR, I took the bike 
to Aden at Restorace for a suspension 
setup. Fifteen minutes and $60 later, I 
had a brand new bike. Again. What an 
amazing difference! A totally different 
bike, and this time one that handles 
like a dream come true. No more slips 
or tank slapping through corners and 
I'm absolutely loving those Pirelli 
Corsas! I would highly recommend you 
get your suspension setup by a pro. 
Well worth the $60 on any day of the 
week!

Since then, every ride I've 
been on has been exhilarating, 
fun and really exciting with all 
this extra power and torque. 
I'm just saving up for that 
performance exhaust system 
and then I will truly be in 
heaven with my gorgeous 
Hypermotard.  

22 IMOC | MOTOCICLISMO   WINTER 2021



PREPARE TO BE AMAZED
Browsing your new website should give you 
thrills – just like when that new Ducati arrived! 
If your new site isn't giving you goosebumps, 
then you'll need to call Gary at Rich&Co. He'll 
make sure your adrenalin keeps pumping on a 
daily basis. In addition, it won't damage your 
bank account in the same way a Ducati does!

Call Gary today on 0277 673 718
or visit our website richandco.co.nz



MERCHANDISE
Available now at www.imoc.co.nz/merchandise
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Yes, believe it or not, we're already planning the AGM for next year! That's right - dates, 
venue - the whole shebang. A stunning venue including dinner on Friday and Saturday.
• The venue will be in Taupo at the Lakeland Resort
• Save the date: Friday 25 - Sunday 27 February 2022
• You have plenty of time to start saving! 
• We recommend you start planning ahead as the 2022 AGM is going to be amazing! 

AGM 2022
IMOC
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IT'S A BIT OF A GAMBLE weather-
wise riding to Taupo in May but the 
ride was on and somehow I was to lead 
it. Part of the fun in doing a ride is the 
anticipation, planning and preparations 
prior to the event. Obviously I was 
jumping with joy at the prospect of 
attempting to satisfy an unknown 
quantity of discerning individuals 
with different bikes, budgets, tastes, 
attitudes and riding speed preferences. 
What route will be novel, winding, dry 
and scenic with a suitably placed fuel 
and lunch stop catering for all? For the 
record Scott, Jo, Gary Richards, Mark 
Tarrant, Richard Schuler, Mark Holland 
and Neville McGrath assembled to ride 
from Auckland.

So on a cloudy yet fine day we met 
and exchanged contact and emergency 
contact details, admired our own 

bikes, and smugly thought our clothing 
choice was top mark for the likely 
changeable conditions. We were off 
and quickly, at legal speed of course, 
riding through our lovely country 
down SH22 onto Hetherington Rd to 
Huntly. As motorcyclists you take in 
the various fragrances and notice that 
the farmers are feeding out silage at 
this time of year...and you wonder why 
you are riding in the cold at this time 
to Taupo... but the autumn colours 
are splendid through the Waikato to 
Cambridge now... lots of multicolour 
leaves on the road and blowing in the 
wind... and we are riding free and… 
am I riding too fast or too slow for the 
group? (I said cruise pace). At our first 
stop it was pointed out that I was likely 
gathering insects on the back of my 
helmet! Husky Motard Mark wanted 

more mid corner speed! I noticed he 
was even slowing right down in the 
straights so he could go through the 
corners quicker.

Typical... having arrived at the 
appointed lunch stop at Karapiro, we 
met up with Nick from Rotorua, who 
had very patiently waited for us, and 
Tony, who is probably patient too, on 
his V-Strom and Jeff. Then something 
unusual, weird, and mysterious 
happened.... yes, a girl asked if she could 
sit down beside me. So of course I said 
that my wife was sitting there, would 
be back shortly and probably would not 
be impressed if her chair was occupied 
by another girl trying to get close to 
me. Not knowing her real name (I'll 
call her Wahine), she acknowledged 
that it was likely that I was having to 
fend women off left right and centre, 

WE MADE IT!
TAUPO OVERNIGHTER
A GOOD DAM TRIP 

WORDS BY SCOTT STODDART  |  PHOTOS BY SCOTT STODDART, GARY RICHARDS, MARK TARRANT
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but said she had an important message 
(not massage) for me. Wahine said "You 
have recently lost one of your group 
and you don't want to lose another!" 
Somewhat stunned, I finished what I 
was eating, but the food for thought 
lingered. As we prepared to depart the 
cafe and I passed the counter, Wahine 
mysteriously appeared again, saying 
"Stop, you must wait, I walk ‘n talk 
to both sides and I have something 
for you." I stopped and watched as 
Wahine proceeded to write on a fresh 
page of the Cafe covid sign-in book. 
She finished writing, tore the page 
out of the book and handed it to me 
saying "You need to be careful, be safe 
out there, now." (See photo of note).                                                     
So off the main road we turned and 
followed Horahora Rd along the eastern 
side of Karapiro and onto Old Taupo Rd. 
As I followed the meandering winding 
road, suddenly an oncoming out-of-
control car, aimed directly at me on my 
side of the road, appeared. Aaaaaah! Oh 
no. Somehow, magically and amazingly 
I swerved right onto the other side of 
the road and the careering car flew to 
my left and where I had been. Wahine 
was mentally thanked as I slowed and 
fearfully looked behind to see if any of 
my following riding buddies had been 
wiped out.  Whew!!! All intact....Wow. 
We stopped and swapped expletives and 
descriptions of the high speed car, up 
on two wheels, hovering on the verge of 
rolling, swerving and veering through 
the ditch on our side of the road, 
narrowly missing all of us!!!! Perhaps 
Wahine had ...??

We got to Taupo and met up with 
Earl from Wanganui and Jennifer and 
Tony from Bulls over a meal, then for a 
few liquid celebrations of being alive.

Sunday dawned and Aratiatia Dam 
opened its flood-gates for us to enjoy 
before we headed to Atiamuri 
(another dam) and along 
magnificent, scenic, wonderful 
SH30 to Whakamaru Dam 
and on to Waipapa Dam, 
through the sculptural 
rock Owairaka Valley 
Rd into Kihikihi and 
home. Whew, and 
well done to all 
for participating 
to make for a 
memorable 
ride.  

Continued 
overleaf...
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Mike Lowe 
027 451 6350 

mike.lowe@lowecomoto.nz 

LoweCo Moto on Facebook

Panel repair  and spraypainting restoration



30 IMOC | MOTOCICLISMO   WINTER 2021

SUNDAY 2ND OF MAY this year, while 
many were duck shooting, the Feilding 
Volunteer Fire Brigade Sky Tower team 
was holding its 6th annual Poker Run.

The Poker Run is one of the annual 
fundraising initiatives we use every 
year to raise much needed funds 
for Leukaemia and Blood Cancer NZ 
(LBCNZ).

This ride involved visiting five fire 
stations to collect a playing card and 
was over some of the more picturesque 
back roads in the Manawatu area.

This year there was a phenomenal 
turnout, with 137 registrations and over 
100 bikes of all sizes, makes and ages, 
which included many members of IMOC 
coming along and supporting this very 
worthy cause.  Last year we got hit by 
COVID, like many events, but were able 
to run the ride the weekend before 
lockdown utilizing the Level 2 guidelines.  
Even though it was our smallest ride to 
date, it still raised over $1,000.  This year 

the weather gods smiled on us and my 
grin got bigger and bigger as more and 
more bikes arrived from as far away as 
Wellington and Hawera.

With registrations, donations, 
sausage sizzle and auction afterwards, 
an impressive $4,000 was raised adding 
to the total of $18,400 raised by the 
Feilding Volunteer Fire Brigade Team.

For those unaware, the Sky Tower 
event is run to raise funds for LBCNZ 
every year and brigades from all around 
NZ fundraise over approximately six 
months to this year a total of $1.3 
million.  The fundraising culminates in 
the event at the Auckland Sky Tower, 
where firefighters climb the stairwell; 
51 floors and 1,103 steps, in full 
firefighting kit weighing approximately 
25kg.

I have been a member of the Feilding 
Volunteer Fire Brigade and IMOC for six 
years and this would have been my fifth 
climb except for recovering from a back 

injury which has benched me this year.  
This has not stopped the fundraising 
though, as this is the focus of my and 
the teams’ efforts every year.

Every year we have had fantastic 
support from the local IMOC members 
attending and reaching into their 
pockets for a very worthy cause.  A big 
shout out to them all who also believe 
in this worthy cause.

Without the support of the local 
Manawatu bike shops, other Manawatu 
businesses, the various bike clubs and 
the individuals who turn up on the day, 
we would not have been able to have the 
success we did.

Also a big thank you to local IMOC 
member Claire Philips for the photos.

All I can say is bring on next year 
and thank you all for your support in 
advance.  Next year if unable to attend 
we can always send a link if you want 
to contribute with either donations or 
sponsorship of the ride.  

FEILDING VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADE

SKY TOWER POKER RUN 
2021

WORDS: GEOFF BATES  |  PHOTOS: CLAIRE PHILIPS
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DEBBIE TAPPER GOT IN TOUCH 
recently and asked if I would write a 
few words about this year’s AGM. 

OK then, sure. Where to start?
It was a midsummer’s day early in 

January 2021 and I was chatting to my 
wife Michelle, when… the phone went. 
Unknown mobile numbers attract 
suspicion from me… but I took the call 
– hello? “It’s Mario here from IMOC. 
Mate, as you know the AGM’s coming 
up and I wanted to check and see if you 

guys down there could scope out a ride 
for the AGM.”  “OK, sounds like a plan! 
Sure mate. Leave it to us.”

Now… we in the Waikato are sooooo 
spoilt for choice. There are roads and 
roads and corners aplenty, all on our 
back doorstep and most of them lead 
to a bloody good ride. But rather than 
just plan the ride from the meal table 
or barstool, the opportunity for a jaunt 
was irresistible, so we did in fact ride 
down to Waitomo just to ensure that 

our memories of the roads were correct 
and in line with delivering a quality 
IMOC ride.  

So on a fine warm summer’s day, 
eight Waikato IMOCers (Waimoc) 
enjoyed an excellent Tiki tour down 
to Waitomo and then over the hill via 
Mangaotaki to Piopio, where we stopped 
at the Fat Pigeon for a refreshing lunch 
before carrying on back via Waitomo. 
We agreed that was a great ride and set 
that as the future AGM afternoon ride 
and headed home.

Now, I was personally looking 
forward to catching up with the 
wider IMOC group at the AGM. Roll 
back the clock to a year earlier and 
it was March 2020, and the AGM in 
Gisborne was looming large. We in the 
Waikato organised a ride to Gisborne 
via the East Cape and then . . . COVID 
unfolded right as we were preparing 
to travel. I was pretty bullish about it, 
but we had an aged mother in law at 
home and decided not to risk catching 
something and bringing it home. So . . 
.  the Gisborne AGM of 2020 was off the 
agenda at the last minute for Michelle 
and me at least, and whilst others still 

IMOC AGGM 2021
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attended, we definitely regretted the 
missed opportunity.

The 2020 that evolved from there 
was a tough gig and impacted everyone 
in different ways and it has carried on 
into 2021. There remains that ongoing 
hangover of upheaval, uncertainty 
and change in our lives, the media, 
the government, business and family 
and our whole way of life. It has 
impacted everyone and there are many 
unanswered questions. Travel has been 
curtailed and so we increasingly look 
inward for opportunities to travel in 
NZ, meet up with friends and realise 
the moments that we can laugh and 
relax together with like-minded people. 
Hence the IMOC AGM became a “must 
do” for us in 2021 (isn’t it always?)

Now, an AGM is a necessary event 
in the life of a registered organisation 
to elect officials, expose financial 

realities and discuss initiatives, etc. 
However, in truth what brings us 
together is our love of our Italian bikes, 
as they provide extra meaning to our 
lives, and we all attend the AGM for 
the rides, the camaraderie, meals and 
shared experiences. I tend to remember 
moments in a ride, and the typical 
smells of New Zealand as we pass silage 
or ride alongside oceans, lakes and 
rivers where the moist air regales the 
senses. But the AGM itself reminds us 
all that there are those that volunteer 
time and energy to ensure that IMOC 
continues to provide this platform.

As Waitomo is so close to “The Tron” 
we Waimocers decided to get there 
via a roundabout route that included 
Karapiro, around Maungatautari, 
Arapuni, Te Kaha, and into Otorohanga 
for lunch at the Thirsty Weta. Then 
on for the quick run into Waitomo to 

rendezvous with everyone at the Kiwi 
Paka Lodge.

On arrival we parked, stretched and 
wandered around, found Neville who 
pointed us to reception and ensured 
we knew where our room was for the 
night. Time to nose about, settle in for 
30 minutes, pee and then wander back 
down to reception and greet newcomers 
as they arrived. Part of the fun is 
meeting new faces and remembering 
those from previous meetings or rides. 

The scheduled afternoon ride 
commencement of 2:00 pm came and 
went as many early arrivals seemed 
to have settled into the pub down 
below 😊 and having only recently 
arrived, became reluctant starters. But 
eventually we settled on a delayed 2:40 
start and about a dozen Guzzis, Ducatis, 
Aprilias and Karel’s MV headed out for a 
90-minute corner-fest over the hills via 
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Oparure and Mairoa Roads into Piopio 
for a roadside rest stop, before heading 
back into Waitomo via Troopers Rd and 
Fullerton Rd. 

We all enjoy riding, and it’s not 
possible to do justice to all those 
corners with either pictures or 
words. But suffice to say everyone 
was smiling and commenting on how 
good that route is for a quick injection 
of adrenalin. I was clever enough to 
follow Tim Wells’ Mark III Le Mans 
around and so had the added pleasure 
of listening to those dulcet tones for the 
entire ride. Fabulous!

And we still made it back in time 
for the AGM. Wander in, find a seat, a 
glass of water, relax and pay attention. 
Mario led the AGM for the first 
time and covered off the changes in 
personnel brought about in particular 
by Horace’s decision to step back. 
There was some robust discussion on 
a few topics, acceptance of previous 
minutes and state of the finances and 
we were done. Easy. The minutes will 
be shared eventually so I won’t recount 
everything here.

A comment on the need for 
leadership. From where I sit (usually at 
the back of the pack), Horace has been 
a fantastic figurehead and provided his 
own clear way of leading IMOC over 
what I believe was an eight year stint 
before stepping aside due to the energy 
demands of the role and the desire to 
allow someone else to have a go and 
try different things. And not the least 
because of the hugely traumatic health 
issues that he and Lisa faced together 
over the past year or so. It is impossible 
to state adequately the immense value 
and direction he has provided to IMOC, 
and his relaxed but firm style will be 
missed. I have heard many comments 
of appreciation for Horace from 
many corners and this is the place to 
say publicly “Thanks Pal”. Enjoy the 
downtime.

However, as the saying goes, cometh 
the hour, cometh the man, and so Mario 
has put his hand up and is learning on 
the job. The committee are there to 
support and assist Mario as team leader, 
and, as long as we listen to understand 
the direction IMOC needs to head in to 
stay relevant and uniquely itself, then we 
will all continue to enjoy the rich flavour 
of so many diverse individuals united by 
a common love of riding Italian. 

After the AGM came SOCIALISING, 
Drinks, Dinner and then… Drinks!! 
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And the ruckus went on well into the small hours for some. 
Comments the next morning included “Who started their 
bike up at 1:30am? Etc., etc. There was much laughter, and it 
was great to be part of. At the dinner table I was privileged 
to sit across from and engage with Peter Littlejohn (Pantah 
Pete) from Paraparaumu. I hadn’t met Peter previously, and 
if I recall correctly Peter told me he had been a member for 
decades (42 years?). Anyway, he drove up to be there for the 
short AGM and then drove home all the way to Paraparaumu. 
It was great to meet and chat with Peter and I look forward to 
catching up with him hopefully at another AGM. Maybe the 
Pantah will be ready for that one Pete?

The following morning was the chance to breakfast and 
have final catch ups with people before everyone split and 
headed away back to all corners of the Island. 

Motorcycling highlights were seeing Neville’s Mark I Le 
Mans and Tim’s Mark III together resplendent in red. Couldn’t 
state which one was better. Not possible. Both glorious. And 
Karel’s MV of course, which took out the “Best Bike” award. 
Gotta love Italian bikes.

Anyway . . . where to next year? See you there.  
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HEAT OF THE 
MOMENT

WORDS: MARK JONES/PRO RIDER

 A woman who my mother knows, came in and took off all her clothes.  
Said I, not being very old, ‘By golly gosh, you must be cold!’

 ‘No, no!’ she cried. ‘Indeed, I’m not! I’m feeling devilishly hot!’
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ROALD DAHL’S FAME must come from 
stories of guys like James with his giant 
fruit and Charley tripping through a 
chocolate factory as he didn’t put a lot 
of effort into his ‘Hot and Cold’ poem! 
It does give a sense of how we can 
perceive temperature change rather 
differently though.

 A while back, Cornell University 
studied the effect of cooling in a work 
environment. With a temperature 
around a not exactly chilly 20oC, 
employees made 44% more errors and 
were half as productive than when at 
a toasty 25. The research found when 
folks were colder, they were distracted 
and inefficient. So what, you may ask? 
But when our body temperature drops, 
we use more energy to keep warm, 
rather than put it to better use in 
concentrating and being inspired. In 
motorcycling terms, we become less 
involved in looking for hazards and 
working out ways of dealing with them.

 So, let’s consider a nice summer 
ride between two places with nearly 
all the same letters in their names 
– Tauranga and Turangi – a 200km 
half-day jaunt with a coffee stop and 
a bit of lunch in Taupo on the way. 
Dragging ourselves out of bed it’s still 
a bit chilly (Tauranga by the sea can 
have a summer day starting below 15 
degrees) so we wrap up for the stroll to 
coffee and breakfast. As we’re on our 
hols, it’s 11 am when we get going and 
already 23 degrees – zip-out thermal 
lining well and truly stuffed away. As 
the sulphurous odour of Rotovegas 
sneaks into nostrils, we stop for 
another coffee – the noticeable two-

degree drop isn’t so bad, and with a 
warm drink on board, off we go again. 
Turangi comes up in around 40 mins, 
and all that coffee now requires a 
bladder break! Still, a respectable 21 
but our passenger thinks Mt Ruapehu 
looks lovely and pleads for a closer look. 
Umm, the ride there and back will be a 
little under an hour, so why not, but we 
better get a move on. The Desert Road 
is clear of camper vans and the throttle 
hand has a tempting twitch, or is that 
a reaction to the temperature dropping 
five degrees in under half an hour? OK, 
seen the snow, bugger this and let’s 
head back.

 What our wee ride is showing us 
here is the effect of the so-called ‘lapse 
rate’. For every 1000 metres we climb, 
6.5oC is lopped off the temperature. 
Not such a big deal with a two-degree 
drop from starting in Tauranga and 
going through our next couple of stops, 
but significant as we head across the 
Tongariro National Park. If it were July, 
wind chill would be factored in and 
make it seem even nippier along our 
route, but because it was mid-winter, 
we would have all the right gear on. 
Leaving a balmy coastal resort had us in 
summer attire, and the hasty deviation 
in route up to the mountain without 
adding a layer sure got our attention, or 
actually took it away!

 Psychologists have also recently 
discovered that experiencing a 
temperature drop can have a lot to 
do with how we interact with others. 
When we get colder, we perceive 
others as behaving coldly and in a 
less open manner. So, the pillion who 

is now whingeing gets short shrift 
and that texting tourist driving up 
ahead is a real wind up. Conversely, 
physical warmth leads to emotional 
warmth and trust, but if we get too hot 
concentration goes out of the window 
again. Too warm an environment can 
make us lethargic and unfocused. 
Heat stress causes the body to lose 
electrolytes and water faster (made 
worse by those coffees), causing low 
mental performance and decreased 
motor skills. Your body will try to 
preserve energy, slowing reaction times 
and making the task of riding error-
free a difficult feat.

 The message here is that no matter 
whether it is summer or winter, or 
somewhere in between – with our 
maritime climate this can happen on 
the same day here in NZ – we need to 
have the right gear with us to moderate 
whatever temperature we encounter. 
This is particularly important in 
summer when it is easy to be lulled into 
a false sense of security by the sun’s 
rays as we set off only to have a chilly 
lapse in concentration as the ride goes 
on, especially if touring up through 
the mountains. At the other end of the 
spectrum, with global warming kicking 
in, be ready to cool down having 
chosen gear with opening vents as 
well as removable lining, and perhaps 
even resort to the likes of evaporative 
cooling vests if things really do get so 
devilishly hot. Forget James and his 
Peach and Charley and his chocolate. 
Goldilocks had it sorted - not too hot 
and not too cold, just right!   

“FOR EVERY 1000 METRES WE 
CLIMB, 6.5˚C IS LOPPED OFF 

THE TEMPERATURE.”
Sunny at the bottom, 
cold at the top...
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IMOC RIDE RULES 

CODE OF CONDUCT
This CODE OF CONDUCT outlines 
obligations of all members and their 
guests and riding rules.  The CODE 
is not meant to cover all specific 
circumstances. Rather, it serves to 
articulate the essence of behaviour 
in terms of public image, safety, and, 
most importantly, companionship.  
Common sense and logic rule; concern 
and respect for fellow members and the 
Club prevail.

MEMBERS' DUTIES AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES
Members are expected to conduct 
themselves in a courteous and socially 
acceptable manner inline with this 
CODE OF CONDUCT.

MEMBERS RESPONSIBLE FOR 
GUESTS
Members are responsible for the 
behaviour of their guests that they 
bring to IMOC events. This includes 
family and friends.  They must ensure 
that their guests comply with the 
minimum standards of behaviour set 
out in this Code.

OBLIGATIONS OF OFFICIALS
The obligations on members are also 
applicable to the Committee Members, 
Ride Leaders and any other appointed 
officials.  It is expected these elected 
and appointed positions will lead by 
example and perform their duties in a 
fair, unbiased and responsive manner.

MISCONDUCT
The following are examples of offences 
which constitute misconduct, and which 
may give rise to disciplinary action:

- Threatening, bullying, abusing and/
or assaulting any other member or 
member’s guests. 

- Any obnoxious, anti-social or 
criminal behaviour, including using 
obscene language or gestures.

- Theft or unauthorised possession/use 
of another’s property. 

- Wilfully damaging any property, 
machinery, or other equipment. 

- Racial, sexual, or other improper 
harassment of any other member or 
person. 

- Failing to comply with any of the 
IMOC Club Rules.

- Any act which is likely to diminish 

the good reputation of IMOC and its 
members.

- Breaches of IMOC Ride Rules.

COMPLAINTS UNDER THE CODE OF 
CONDUCT 
A Complaint may be filed with a 
Committee Member (preferably in 
writing) within ten working days of the 
alleged offence.  The Committee may, 
but is not obliged to, consider any late 
complaints.

Any response to a breach of the 
Code of Conduct will be considered as 
per the disciplinary process outlined in 
the Club Rules.  

IMOC is an organisation whose 
members join together for rides to 
nominated venues and for other social 
occasions. Rides are organised by 
members who nominate the destination 
and regrouping stages along the way, 
but otherwise have no influence on the 
way that riders behave on the road. The 
following rules are intended to assist 
in promoting the safety and enjoyment 
of riders, pillions and other ride 
participants.

1. Ride participants shall participate as 
individuals responsible for their own 
safety and shall take into account 
the safety of other participants and 
road users. There is no element of 
competition in the rides.

 2. Ride participants are responsible 
for ensuring that their motorcycles 
are in safe and legal condition, 
the minimum being to Warrant of 
Fitness standards.

3. All ride participants must wear a 
New Zealand approved motorcycle 
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helmet, stout footwear, gloves and other approved 
motorcycle clothing.

4. At the beginning of each ride the ride organiser 
shall brief participants on the intended route and 
destination as well as any regrouping locations or 
other stops.  Ride participants who are unfamiliar 
with the route should follow another rider who knows 
the way and who travels at a comfortable pace.

5. Ride participants are expected to ride at a speed and 
in a way that is suitable for the road conditions and 
comfortable for them.

6. Ride participants are expected to provide assistance 
to other participants where required and in particular 
must go to the aid of anyone suffering a mishap.

 7. Riders who travel as a group should adopt a staggered 
riding formation such that there is an acceptable 
following road distance to the rider immediately in 
front. An acceptable following distance is indicated by 
the distance a motorcycle travels in two seconds under 
dry conditions and longer under wet conditions or on 
unsealed surfaces.

8. It is the responsibility of members to ensure their 
capacity to ride is not impaired by alcohol or other 
influences. In the interest of the welfare of the rider 
and the Group, the Ride Leader is empowered to ban a 
member from joining a ride if they feel that member's 
capacity to ride safely has been impaired.

9. Any rides organised by IMOC which involve 
participation in third party managed or promoted track 
days or other third party managed or promoted events 
are subject to the requirements of the third-party 
organiser or promoter.  Riders in such events must 
comply with all third-party requirements and shall 
participate entirely at their own risk. 

10. Neither IMOC nor any ride organiser is responsible 
for the safety of any ride participant or for any loss, 
damage or injury (whether to property or persons) 
suffered during any ride.  All ride participants 
participate at their own risk and indemnify IMOC and 
ride organisers from and against any loss, damage or 
injury suffered on, or as a result of participating in 
any IMOC ride.

11. In event of an accident, riders should stop as quickly 
and safely as possible. Common sense should be used 
i.e., assist the fallen rider, direct traffic, clear the fallen 
bike, etc.  



WANT TO ADVERTISE IN 
MOTOCICLISMO?

SELLING 
YOUR BIKE?

Advertise your bike in the Classified 
section of your magazine with photos, 
detailed description and appeal to an 

audience of over 300 readers who are 
your perfect target.

Any member wanting to list a classified 
advert for their bike gets a quarter 

page free. If you'd like a larger sized 
advert, please enquire for pricing.

Send your photos and description of 
your bike to gary@richandco.co.nz

Excellent rates, great coverage in print and online. 
Email Gary to discuss at gary@richandco.co.nz 
See advertising rates on page 7.
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